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PREFACE. 


---=>>IIIIIIIIIIII(Q)/IIIIII lillll
 


OF all the subjects \vhicll can be 
presented to the mind of man, there 
is none so interesting, or so \\"orthy 
of his attep.tion, as RELIGION. It is 
Religion tIlat opens our understandings 
to a l{no\vledge of the Author of our 
existence, reveals to us tIle dispensa- 
tions of hi
 providence, and unfolds the 
awful destinies of man. Enlightened 
by her precepts and instructions, the 
soul is drawn to a love of virtue, and 
taught to expect her recompense in a 
future world. And \vhile reason stands 
\:
onfounded and appalled at the disor- 
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, 
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ders of nature, aided by her we explaiu 
the apparent inconsistency of innocence 
oppressed and guilt triumpl1ant, and 
learn to fear the just judgments of an 
avenging God. 


But if one circumstance more than 
. 
another, is calculated to she\v the su- 
perexcellence and importance of this 
virtue oyer every other object and 
consideration in this world, it is when 
tIle curtain of death is drawing over 
all the plans, desires, and pursuits 
of this n10rtal life. Then, if man 
be in trutll more than a shadow of 
greatness, if immortality be any tl1ing 
but a phantoln, its real wortl1 is seetl 
undisguised, and we confess the su- 
perior rank it sho
dd hold in the human 
estill1ation. 


There undoubtedly exists in this 
country a strong bias in the min{l to- 
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wards religion; which 
 certainly cha- 
racteristic of that sense and reflectioll 
for which the people have ever been so 
justly dìstinguished. This dispositioll 
may be observed in their love of reli- 
gious novelty, in the strength of their 
prejudices, and in the nutnber of their 
. conventicles; and though it may' have 
given rise to fanaticisln, the fault is less 
censurable than would be the opposite 
extreme. 


. On this account, I indulge the hope 
that the following work on RELIGION 
,vill be well received, and that it may 
contribute to increase the respect of 111Y 
countrY111el1 for the b
essing of Chris- 
tianity. If I bave been too sel
sible to 
the influence of zeal, I trust the up- 
]"ightness of n1Y intentions ,vill prove a 
sufficient excuse, and that the error of 
a \Varn1 heart ,viII be forgiven. As trutI1 
should ever be the .end of every reJigi- 
B-2 
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ous publication, my endeavour l1as 
been, to place the subject in the plain- 
est light, and to discuss it with the 
most undisguised frankness and candid 
u 
simplicity.-Therefore, if in any thing 
I have deviat
d fron1 the line of just or . 
I 
fair representation, Ill}" earnest wish is, 
that sonle friendly hand "rill point it 
out- for correction. I propose no otller 
design by this work, than to diffuse the 
knowledge of the true God among my 
BRITISH COUNTRYMEN, and to assist 
thetn to 
Ðorship hillt in spirit and in 
truth. IIappy indeed shall I feeI-, if D1Y 
labours contribute to that object. Yet 
'/lot to us, 0 Lord, hut to tll!} name give 
glory. 
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SERMON I. 


ON THE NECESSITY OF REVELATION. 


The fool hath said in his heart tlzere is 110 
God. * Psa1. xiii. 1. 


A1:;IONG the variety of irreligious opini- 
ons, ,vhich originate in the presumption 
of man, there is none more frequent at the 
present day, nor more strongly featured 
\vith arrogance and pride, than the one 
-which this language involves; 'v hat need 
have I of revelation-have I not reason 
for my guidet? Vain, presumptuous, and 


· The quotations of scrípture are all taken from the 
Edinburgh edition of tl1e Catholic English Bible, printed in 
the year 180S_ 
t The books which may be recommended on this sub-' 
ject, as replete with lEarning and instruction, are The Phi. 
Josophical Catechism, by the Abbé Feller-Deism self-re.. 
futed, by Mons. Bergier-Leland's View of Deism-and the 
Helvean I
etteIs. 
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deluded nlortal! was reason ,vantillg to 
thy species, ,vhen thy forefathers ,vandcr- 
eel in the darkness of that ignorant super- 
stion ,vhich for 
ges overspread the face 
of the earth? \Vhcn. forgetful of the 
mighty God o
 heaven, nations placed 
their trust in the idols of their country ?- 
. 
'Vhen on the altars of Britain or Ca- 
naan, the blood of virgins and infants 
streamed to graven dei ties ?- '''Then the 
the nlost shanleful vices ,\Tere Ilonoured 
under the nanle of gods, and tenlples con- 
secrated to incest and prostitution braved 
the ligIlt of day in the polished cities of 
Latium and Greece ?-'Vas reason refused 
to those learned philosophers, ,,,ho joined 

n a religiqn as absurd as it ,vas impious, 
and as ininlical to. happiness, as it ,vas re- 
'\"olting from every notion of virtue-,vho 
ignorant of the nature of God and the 
destination of nlan, speculated in systenlS, 
110t less contradictory than inlperfect, or 
fin ished \\7ith the deliriu111 of atheism? lIas 
reason been denied to those uncivilized 
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tribes, \vhich foro1 so great a portion of 
mankind, and thro' successive ages live 
strangers to every virtue-\vhose only reli- 
gion is an il1\vard dread of some imaginary 
deity, and though believing in a future 
state, kno\v not \vhether it is to consist ill 
a transmigration of souls, or the anilnal 
enjoyment of a temporal paradise? Has 
reason ever been \vanting to them, -yet 
,vhere ,vill you find the example of one 
solitary tribe, arliving by the 111ere lights 
of that faculty at the kno\vledge of 
he 
true God, or the nature of their o\vn des- 
tinies ? 
Indeed a circurn
tance ,vhich .deserves 
particular notice is, that the characters 
to ,vhich I allude not only possessed the 
help and advantage of reason, but that 
they, and their modern achnirers, have 
even abused it to strengt11en those argu- 
ments \vith ,vhich they venture to op'" 
pose revelation: a treacherous line of 
conduct, of \\rhich ,ve have not only the 
tcstiluony of past ages ill religion, but 
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nunlerous exanlples in the daily scenes of 
Jife j \\Therein Inen profiting by the lights 
of others, often pretend that they shonld 
have decided as ,visely in their absence. 
'Ve frequently fancy, for instance, that 
bad ,ve lived in the days of Cresar, ,ve 
should have ,vritten our thoughts on pa- 
. 
per \vith a quill, taught the Romans the 
ar.t of printing, and ha,"e introduced al110ng 
theln many of the ll10re ne\\rIy discovered 
luxuries of life. Even antecedent to Co- 
]unlbus, ".e should" have been certain of 
finding- ne\v Indies in the ,vestern ocean, 
and have judged it possibl
 to circulnna- 
,rigate the \\rorld.-Such are the senti- 
ments, lllY Brethren, '\"e often entertain, 
,vithout adverting that had \ve realIy 
Ii ved. a t those periods, there is no reason 
to suppose, that \\"e should have differed 
in our ideas frol11 other nlen; since in all 
likelihood, these discoveries for \\Thich thé 
,vorld is 110\V so thankful, originated in 
SOUle chance thought, ,\ hich perhaps nlight 
never have crossed our o\rn inlagi nations. 
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Be cautious then, my Friends, nor pretend 
to say that you have no need of reve- 
Iation.-'Ve \vill consider, if you please, 
\vhat mankind has been \\'ithout it, that 
you Inay judge of your o\vn particu- 
lar case, by that of the rest of the COlTI- 
munity-for \vhere is the reason to regard 
you as exceptions to the whole hU111an 
race? 
l\ly Brethren, if \ve take a nlinute vie\\' 
of the \vorld, at any period before the 
christian æra,.. ,ve shall distinctly perceive 
that the grossest ignorance, depravity 
and superstition, pervaded every class 
of Dlankind, and that exclusi ve of the 
J e\vish people, ,vho \vith difficulty \vere 
kept to the \rorship of the true God, ev
ry 
nation had plunged into the most horrid 
and shameful idolatry. l\Ien gave full 
indulgence to their passions; and if there 
existed a check, it only proceeded fronl 
the arm of the civilla,v. To. be sure vir- 
tue \\'as ahvays respected; but ho\v seldon1 
found!. Pagan \\
riters extol chastity, 
c 
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,vhen occasionally displayed by an Alex- 
ander or a Scipio, praise the noble princi 4 
plcs of Cato, and fond Iy d \vell on the 
conjugal attachUlent of the \vife of Hec- 
tor; hut connect theol \vith such a mass 
of inconsistencies, such encorniun1s on 
libertinisnl, infidelity and injustice, (to 
the dEgree of e\"en deifyi ng these vices), 
that "re are absolutely at a loss to say 
\\'hieh they intend n10st to comnlend;- 
nay, if I nlust close the conlparison, I should 
he rather inclined to think, that by thus 
distinguishing their Goùs, they designed 
them as exanlples for the cond uct of men. 
This observation stands proved by incon- 
testable facts, since \ve have not one pa- 
gan \vriter exelupt frotH the fault. Can 
\\'e then be surprised,. that vic
 should ha"ve 
had a gC!leral influence on men.s ideas, 
and that impelled by their o\\rn corrupt 
passions, they should have taken leave of 
virtue, and rllshi ng fOT\varrl i 11 a nlass, 
ha,.e sunk into a state of excessi\9c blind- 
ness of unrJerstanding, and depra'YÎty of 
hra rt ? 
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l\Iy Brethren, the defornlity of hunlan 
l1ature was such as few wiU at present be- 
]ieve; and so universal that the Jewish 
people fornled but a single national ex- 
ception. If ,ve consider our o,\'n ances- 
tors, whether British or Saxon, \ve observe 
a people barbarous in their domestic habits 
rendered still nlore b
rbarous by their re- 
ligious rites. The hUßlan victims ,,'hich 
they offered in sacrifice to their Gods, 
,vere Ï1nnlo1ated in a Inanner 1110re horrid 
than ,vas practised by any other"'l1ation of 
the \vorld. In the solitude of a grove, 
. the former erected a huge and gigantic 
figure of ,vood, in \vhich they placed their 
yictims, and then surrounding it \vith fire, 
joined their priest in danéing and shout- 
ing to the screams of the sufferers. The 
Saxons, on the other hand, bent their 
knees to the iùols of \V oden and Thor :it, 
,vhile their ideas of future happiness and 
Ieward extended 110t beyond the expecta.. 


..... 


· After whom were named \Vednesday and Thursday. 
c2 
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tion of being allo\ved a seat in the hall of 
their Deity) and to drink out of the sculls 
of their slaughtered enelnies. The lllove- 
ment of a 
tar,. the roaring of thundtr, and 
the appearance of the entrails of beasts, 
"Tere the equivocal signs by \vhich their 
God ,vas supposed to express his pleasure. 
rro the n1elancholy picture of religion, 
,vhich the histories of an'cient Gaul, Spain 
and GerlUan} furnish, the far stretched em- 
pires of Egypt, Carthage, Phenicia, Syria 
and India additionally contribute a com- 
bination of the grossest absurditie3 and the 
most revolting rites,-\\Thilst it seen1S to 
have been the \vhole study of their govern.. 
Dlents to preserve and augnlent the popu- 
Jar delusion. Stil1 as divination and sa- 
crifice \vere the foundations of aU their 
systeIns, it clearly evinces ho\v eagerly 
Ulan sought to learn ,vhat he could not 
discover by the aid of reason, or any 
natural lights-in other ,,'ords, ho\v in- 
llerent it \vas in hinl to expect revelation 
by son1e extraordinary means, and ho\v 
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firmly established in the human heart was 
the persuasion of the necessity of sacrifice 
as an atonement for sin. 
IVly Brethren, such is the verified ac- 
count \ve possess of Inen and n1anners at 
a very early period; which, like other 
efforts of reason, rnust be supposed to have 
changed ,vith their ad vances in civiliza- 
tion. But no ; not\vithstanding their pro- 
gress in science, in policy, anù every orna- 
men tal acconlplishnl
n t ,ras methodical, 
they were stationary in religion, and in a 
ß1anner naturalized to all the absurd in- 
consistences and Í111pieties of their hea- 
thenish worship. To certify this it ,vill 
be sufficient to instance the exanlples of 
the Greeks and ROlnans, \vho reached a 
point of civilization, \vhich perhaps no 
other nation has since exceeded. Their 
skill in every branch of learning, their 
k110\vledge of governll1ent, and their 
acquaintance \vith the refined arts, have 
nlade them the teachers and the ll1as- 
t{.r8 of l11ankind, and from the very \vreck 
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of their gcniu" \\'e clra\v the most perftct 
copies of chaste elegance and ßlajestic 
grandeur. 
Yet these are the peop1e \r!10 sl1rpass\:d 
all others in religiou
 extravagance.-It 
,vas they \\-'ho offered incense to a prosti- 
tute Venus antI an incestuous Jupiter;- 
they \\,ho \\Torshipped 
Iercury as the god 
of robbers.-rrhey, in fine, \vho blended 
ùevotion ,vith the anlours of l\Iars and the 
revels of Bacchus. Nay, to cOlllplete this 
cliulax of pagan aboluinations, !{,olue car- 
ried her idolatrous infatuation so far, as 
to erect, in the days of her brightest 
glory, a tenlple to all the gods of the 
universe :-thus adding the infamous su- 
perstitions of other nations to h
r O\Vß. 
'Veil, then, 111ay \re apply to her the \\'ords . 
of St. John in the .1\pocalypse: ("0 1Jl e, and 
I'leitt shelo thee the condel1znatioll oj' the 
great harlot, who sitletlt upon '('ZallY 

.ate,..s * or as he aftcr\vards ex p lains 
"\ ) 


,. Chap. xvii. vera I. 
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rilletiz 11lany nations; tt'itlt WhOlll tIle 
kings of tile earth have committed for- 
nication; and they wllo inhabit the earth 
llave been '/Jlade drunk with the zciJle of Iler 
iniquity. 
But you ,vill sensibly ask; and 
Yas tl:is 
depravity really univ'ersal? 
ly Brethren, 
in a Inoral sense it \\"as; for though a fe\v 
of their \visest and most enlightened phi- 
losophers seeoled to hesitate in .assfl1ting 
to the delusion J yet for \\Y3nt of a deter- 
ß1inate point to \vhich they IJlight adhere, 
they reluctantly practised ,vhat they had 
been taught by their fathers, and follo\ved 
the il
fatuated nlultitude. I can produce 
as an example the eloquent Cicero*, ,vho 
thus \vrites to Brutus concerninO" the na- 
- 0 
ture of the gods: "As there are many 
" things in philosophy Lut itnperfectly 
" explained, so the inquiry into the na- 
" ture of the gods is 11lost difficult and 
"òbscure, as you ,veIl k no\v, 13rutus; 
" and Jet n10st interesting to the under- 


" 


:It Lib. ii. 
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U standing, and necessary in settling re- 
u lig-ion. On \vhich, ho\vever, there are 
U such various and contradictory opinions 
" among the most learned nlen, that, it 
" ought to be a strong proof, that \visdoln 
cc is the spring and the principle of phi- 
" losophy ; and that academicians have 
U prudently \vithheld their assent fro111 
" objects so uncertain-nevertheless, ,vor- 
I 
'e ship is to be paid to thelu." 
Reasoning on the immortality of the 
soul, the sallle philosopher \\'rites *: "As 
" you desire, I \vill explain it to the best 
" of my pouper; not, ho\vever, ,vith the 
" certainty \vith \vhich Pythian Apollo 
Ce \vould have spoken) but as an humble 
" individuJ.l folIo\ving probable conjec- 
"tures. J.
or I have not the means of 
"doing D10re than to state ,vhat ap- 
" pears to me probable.''1 He also writes: 
" I kno\v not ho\v it is; but \vhiIst I an1 
" read iug, lassen t to the argu men ts 
" which are brought against the imn1or- 


.... Tusc. lib. I. 
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CC tality of the soul. Yet, ,vhel1 I have 
" laid lIlY book aside, and begin to reason 
cc \vith 11lyself on the irnlnortality of souls, 
" I can no longer believe that they are to 
"die." Seneca himself says, speaking on 
this subjeet: "T,hat in giving credit to 
" the judgments of great Inen J he assented 
" to them, rather as prolnising than prov- 
" ing * ." Even Socrates, \vho had 
spent his \vhole life in philosophical re- 
searches, spoke doubtfully of a future 
state in the last conference he held \vith 
his friends; \\ hich gave Tertullian occa- 
sion to remark: "That all the ,,'isdom of 
" this phi10sopher proceeded fro 111 an ar- 
"tificial composure of Inind, not from 
cc the conviction of having discovered 
" tru th." 


· Cicero speaking of Plato, says: U In his works no- 
U thing is affirmed, though there is much said on both sides." , 
In his Hortensius, cited by St. Austin, he also says: "That 
cc we were born to suffer punishment on account of some 
CI offences committed in another life." But in what life? 
U Revelation," answers even the impious Boy1e, " can only 
'c relieve us from this doubt." , 


D 
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Now ,ve may observe with Cicero: "If 
U this (immortality) is not to be con- 
" sidered certain, man must be ignorant 
It of \vhat most interests hin); and whe- 
" ther it be denied, or only cal1ed in 
" question, there IDust be an end to all 
"piety, all virtue, all religion; there 
u 111Ust folIo\v great confusion and dis- 
Ie turbance in life; there can be 110 faith, 
" 110 society, no justice an10ngst nlen." 
The great Plato himself nlakes this strik.. 
ing a\"o\val: "In the midst of our uncer- 
U tainties, the only part for us, is patient- 
" ly to \\'ait, until S(i)nle one COlnes to 
U instruct us in the Inanner \ve ought to 
U conù uct ourselves to\vards the gods 
" and tl1en. He \vho \\Till teach us this, 
U ,vill truly interest himself for us. May 
U he corne, then, says he ; I am disposed 
cc. to ùo all he shall prescribe, and I hope 
" that he \vill make me better." There 
cannot be a doubt, my Brethren, bu t that 
Cicero, Plato, and Socrates, had a know- 
ledge of the true God through their ac- 
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quaintance \vith the J e\vs, as their ,vritings 
testify :1(:; yet they joined in the ido1atrous 
,vorship of their respective nations, and 
laid it do\vn as a fundalnental maxinl, that 
noth 
ng should ever be changed in the 
established religion of a country; - and ,ve 
read that Socrates, at the approacll of 
death, begged his friends to sacrifice a 
cock, as the accornplishnlent of a VO\V 
which he bad made to Escu1apius.-Plato 
makes a profession of never speaking 
openly of the true God, for fear of expos- 
ing so great a truth to derision ;---:and 
Cicero declares, that a man must have lost 
his senses to attempt a reforn1; nay, 
U that it is proper for nations to be de- 
. "luded by religion." 
What ,yonder, then, that the real mo- 
rality of the
e sages ,vas defective? Will 
you believe, DìY Friends, that it ,vas the 
school of philosophy ,vhich taught that 


,. Plato's ide3, that an equilateral triangle was the most 
l.,
rfect emblem of the divinity, is all evident proof of this. 
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the eXpositIon of obscene pictures and 
statues ,,'as pleasing to the gods? \vhich 
D1aintained the la,vfulness of fûrnication, 
and tolerated an unnatural comnlerce be- 
t\veen father and daugh tel', mother and 
son? 'ViII you believe that it ,vas a Plato 
\vho ad vised the aboli tiol1 of tnarriage, in 
lieu of ,\'hich he reC0111n1ended a commu- 
nity of \\,i\?es ?-that it ,vas he \vho ap- 
pro,"'cd the murderous exposition of ill.. 
fOrlTIcd infants, aud in' forbidding drunk. 
enness, excepted the feasts of Bacchus ?- 
Are \ve to \vonder, then, that these learn- 
ed Dlen should have had no authority over 
the Dlinds of the people * ? " Do you ' 
H think," sa,Ys Cicerot, <,vho undoubted- 
ly \vas in sOlne degree an exception to the 
rest) "that any paid attention to the mo- 
" ral ins tructioIlS of these philosophers, 
" except the fe\v by "'horn they ,rere 


· If the best criterion to judge of a tree be its fruit, what 
are we to think of those masters, from the flagitious lives and 
characters of their discip.les ? 
t rrusc. lib. ii. 
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U made, ,vritten, or defended? "t
lerc 
" anlongst these philosophers is that indi- 
" vidual to be found, \vho is as moral and 
U principled as reason requires? ,rho 
" vie\vs his lessons as the only rule of his 
c, life, and not as the display of his ,,'is- 
" dom? \vho restrains himself, and ob- 
" serves his o\vn maxims? Ho\v nlany do 
" ,ve kno\v \\.ho indulge their lusts ?" 
Such is the testimony of perhaps the 
most moral philosopher of antiquity; and 
in all this \ve are supported by the evi- 
dence of St. Paul, ill the first chapter of 
his Epistle to the Romans. 
From this cursory vie\v of ancient 
Greece and RODle, I aln eager to lead 
you, my Brethren, to a survey of China 
and J apan,-nations \vhich date their ex- 
istence far back in the history of the 
,,'orId, and ,r hich for ages closed every 
avenue to the introduction of the gospel. 
Characterized as a quic k and ingenious 
people, f1"0111 \vhom \\ e have received 111a
 . 
ny useful paIts and branches of COlnnlercc, 
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tl1ey are instructed in philosophy, have a. 
natural love of science, and are no ,,'ays 
deficient in the habit of legislating-yet 
these. nations, ,vhose origin is fixeù by 
D1allY a thousand years before the reign 
of Christ, and ,vhich shone as a lettered 
people, ,rhen Europe ,vas rude and ul1ci- 
'vilized, have never enlerged from their 
first pagan ido1atry. The scene ,rhich 
r
Iiglon there unfolds to us, is truly one 
from ,vhich the Inind turns ,vith horror 
and disgust, or remains stupified \vith asto- 
nishnlent at the degrad
d and abject state 
of tbe human understanding left to its 
o,vn resources. 'Vith the exception of 
those \Vh0111 Christianity has enlightened, 
the enornlOUS population of those empires, 
daily pay. their adoration to the idols of 
their Inock gods, \rhile the Creator of the 
universe is neither kno,vn nor mentioned. 
These deities, \vhich correspond in cha- 
racter to those of ancient Greece and 
... 
Rome-are generally distinguished by the 
same passions, and in all probabilitJ, like 
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them, ,vere originally borro,,"ed fro 111 
Egypt _ * ,-\vhich according to history 
seems to ha\"e been the grand school of 
pagan theology. 
 Their religion is con1- 
posed of a numbe-r of heathenish rites, to 
,vhich they add an idolatrous ,vorship of 
their de'ceased ancestors. Every house 
contains some little falniJy idols, \vhich 
are invoked in affliction, and in \rhose ho- 
nour is exercised every species of gross 
superstition; such as asking thelll their 
'\vants, and presenting theln \\:ith food, 
railnent and money. Here also is again 
tolerated the murderous exposi tion of in- 
fants, one of the unhappy consequences 
of breaking through the la\v of nature, by 
allo\\7ing a plurality of \ri ves. 
Is it then, lllY Brethi'en, possible, that 
nations \\,hich boast of being the tTIost an- 
cient and illustrious in the ,vorld, \vhich 
certainly stand high in political and phy- 


· According to some \\ riters, from the Chaldeang anJ 
Persians, descendants of Sem. 
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sica1 inlportance, should be so far blinded 
by prejudice and deg;aded by passion, 
that the high and the lo\v, the rich and 
the poor, invol ved in the saIne delusion, 
should even persecute unto death those 
,vho preach the religion of the true God? 
Oh! truly ther
 Inllst exist S01l1e låtpnt 
enemy of that sacred name 9 \vho can in- 
stigate mankind. prodigally to pro"tltute 
religion to objects so un\vorthy, but re- 
fuse it to that BEING, \vho alone is so 
deservi ng of it. I kno\v that the narile 
of Confucius is often quoted as an ex- 
ception to his pagan countrymen, and as 
. an exal11ple of ,,,hat rea')Ol1 can effect 
,vithout the aid of revelation. It is true, 
the incoherent \vritings attrihtited to this 
ancient sage, contain tlluch of the Inora- 
1ity of nature; but it is also very ques- 
tionable \r11ether they are }}js o\vn, since 
it is Ii ke\rise true, to the refutation of 
our ad versaries, that \vhúever attends to 
the loose and obscure n1anner in \vhich 
religion is 111entioned by this philosopher, 
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,vhose \visdom and virtue they ,vould ex- 
tol above that åf Jesus Christ himself: ,viII 
find reason to doubt ,vhether he even be- 
lieved in a God *. 


· 'Vhatever the sages of Çhina, as well as the ancient 
phitosopherss have taught worthy of commendation, has 
been owing to the light of reason, in following which, they 
have indeed acquired some difective k1l.owledge of truth and 
its principles; whereas Christians, in so much as they 
know Jesus Chri4)t, who is the truth itself, the sovereign rea. 
son and subsisting wisdom of God, have a perfect knowledge 
thereof. Nor is human wisdom any thing but folly, if it 
does not lead to him whose doctrine is to be found no 
where else but in the scriptures, which have the character of 
the Divinity stamped upon them; a doctrine, to which every 
man who has not a mind to be lpd away with vain reason- 
ings ought inviolably to adhere, as to the pure foundation 
of truth. 
The Chinese sages have; I repeat, known some truths; 
but neither they, nOf the ancient philosophers, so much 
cried up, ever knew them all.-In the Christian law alone 
consummate righteousness is to be found; nor can any arrive 
at true wisdom, but by embracing its rules and putting them 
in practice.. 
If the Chinese philosophers have sometimes treated of 
]mmitity. the very name of which was unknown to the pa. 
gan sages, it appears that they understood nothing more 
thereby tnan that outward respect whích we ought to ha\'e 
for one another, consisting in a certain composure of the 
'E 
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ly Brethren, in this revie\v, 'v hich I 
have taken of 111ankind, I have not notic- 
ed the state of the ,vorld pre,.ious to the 
general deluge, "'hen, according to 1Ioses, 
all flesh had corrupted its 'tray upon the 
eartli, and thus brought upon itself that 
dreadful vengeance of heaven ;-1 have 
not ad verted to the heathenish nations of 
Africa, to the pagan inhabitants of the 
northern pole, or to the history of AOle- 
rica) before the star of Christianity rose 


counfenance, peculiar po
tures of the body, such as falling 
on the knees, or prostrate on the ground; certain marks of 
submission and obedience paid to parents, magistrates, and all 
persons in authority: but internal humility, which teaches to 
humble our hearts before God, to acknowledge our fault!:, 
not to be presumptuous, nor attribute any thing to our own 
strength, is only to be learned, as St. Austin observes, from 
the doctrine and actions of Jesus Christ, who tells us, Learn 
þ'om me,for I am meek and humble c!f heart: who being in- 
finitely great made himself little to come tc us; who havin
 
no sin of his own to blot out or expiate, submitted even to 
death and the cross. He only was capable of teaching and 
making us love a virtue so sublime and little known, which 
however is the basis of all other virtues. P
re Du Halcù, 
pref. pag. vi. See also Lett,'es edifilmttS ft curicuse6. 
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to that continent, but have confined my- 
self to those great examples ,vhich bear 
forcibly on the question before us, and 
speak distinctly to every understanding. 
I h
ve taken no unfair advantage of I11an- 
kind; 1 have consider
d them individu- 
allv and In the mass.-I have v1e\ved then1 
01 
in their savage as \vell as unci vilized state; 
and as no instance can he named in the 
annals of history, of any people or nation 
enlerging bJ thenlselves fronl idolatry antI 
vice, the conclusions ,ve must dra\v froln 
such evidence, are-first, that it needed an 
extraordinary light and assistance, to r
.. 
duce ßlen to the kno\\'ledge, the esteem
 
and the practice of virtue :-2dly, that 
\vithout such aid, nlankind \vou]d still be 
sun k in all the ignorance and errors of their 
forefathers. 
Indeed, \re have the strongest testinlony 
of facts on our side; for virtue, true piety, 
and social happiness, have ever fol1o\ved 
the progress of the gospèl; ,,,"hilst false- 
hood and superstition have flcd before it. 
E2 
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It is by the testin10ny of the prophets, and. 
tbe preachings of Christian missionaries 
alone, that ev

y tribe and nation has' 
been successively enlightened and instruct- 
ed in religion; and I challenge anyone 
to name the most insignificant vil1age, 
which, in the long run of six thousand 
years, has beèn brought to the \rorship of 
the true God by any other instrutuent. 1 
know there is a class of 1110rtals calling 
th
mselves philosophers, ,vho pretend to 
be exceptions to the general rule; l11en 
,vho stand in no need of revelation, nlain- 
taining that the light of reason alone 
\vould enable them to disc.ern their duty to 
God and their fello\v creatures. The reli- 
gion of nature, they say, is the religiùn of 
tIP 
ßlan. I
 rep
y, then, the question here 
is not, ,vhether the religion of nature be 
the !eligion of man, but ,rhether man 
e
"er adhered 
p, or having abandoned the 
religion. of nature, could have ever been 
brought back to it \vithout a supernatural 
'help ?-No\v where is the philosopher, ,vho 
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,viII ans'ver in the affirmatÍ v'e? If \ye are to 
reason from ana1ogous facts, ,vhich is the 
only rule for our decision, the negati ve is 
decidedly in my favour. 
But the strength of the philosopher's ar- 
g'ument reposes on his o\vn extraordinary 
po\vers. . 1\Iy reason, he says, suggests to 
me, that there is a supreme God, ""horn I 
n1ust ,vorship and respect-that I haye a 
soul ,vhich cannot die, and that divine 
justic
 nlust punish or re\\'ard it as it de- 
serves.-l\Iy Brethren, is it not evident 
that the same discovery nlight have oc- 
curred to these same sa vage and pagan 
nations I have been just describing? Ho\v 
came it, then, that it did not ? 'Vas it be.. 
cause this individual is gifted ,,'ith stronger 
talents than ,v'ere conferred upon any of 
those millions? Or \vas it not because he 
had the help of revelation to direct and fix 
his ideas? 'Vhich, I repeat, is the saBle 
as to allo\v a nlan to light you to his door, 
and then to tell hinl that you had no oc- 
casion for his lal11 p. 
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In conclusion, therefore, if there be one 
of this description in this assen1bly, I ,vill 
be bold enough to say to hin), that had he 
been born arnong the ancient British or 
Saxons, education ,vould, I apprehend, 
nave taught hilß to join in their inlpious 
rites :-had he been instructed by the 
Greeks or Romans, he \vould have ""Of- 
shipped a J Bpiter or a Venus, ,vith the dis- 
ciples of Socrates and Plato :-and had lIe 
learnt his alphabet in pagan China. in- 
stead of ('hristian Europe, he \vould have 
restricted his religion to his family idols, 
and the gods of his country, \\,ithout ever 
kno\ving the God of the Universe., and the 
destinies of his o\vn soul. 
Oh reason! oh philosophy! fly then 
to the embrace of religion, and offer her 
the tribute of a pious and grateful haulage. 
- 'Vhen ye \vere the sport of superstition, 
she sought ye in your \vanderings, and led 
ye to the sanctuary of truth, peace, and 
yirtue. Like a bright light, she burst 
upon your darkness, dissipating those er- 
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rors in \vhich for ages ye bad been involv- 
ed-she shewed ye the beginning and end 
of man. Yet pride has made ye raise 
against her your rebellious arms; oh return 
then once nlore into her service; her yoke 
is s\veet, and her burthen light. Return, 
and she \vill break those chains ,\"hich now 
surround your trophies; she will remove 
those thorns \vhich are inter\voven \vith 
your laurels; a.nd cro\vn ye ,vith glory 
through never ending ages. Amen. 


11 
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SERl\fON II. 


, 
. OY THE EVIDE
CE OF A NE'V DISPEX- 
SATION. 


. 


And I ri}ill estab
is" 'Jny covenant bet'tt'een 
1 me and thee, and bet'lt"een thy seeq [fIle," 
,tllee, ill their generations hy a perpetual 
covenant i-and thou ther
f()re sllalt keel) 
'IllY covenant, and thy seed qiler thee in tlleir 
generations. These \vords \\7ere address- 
ed by God to Abrahanl J and are read ill 
the Book of l\Ioses) Gen. xvii. 7. 9. 


THERE ar
., tn'o particular points on 
\\1,hich I \\'ould fix the attention of every 
individual \vho enters on the study of the 
relations \vhich subsist bet\feen God and 
tnan :-first, that the eternal happiness of 
man ,vas the grand design of God in the 
creation of this \vorld :
2dly, that divine 
justice has not absolutely pardoned guilt, 
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but accepted the atonement of a just and 
adequate satisfaction. l\Iy Friends, these 
two doctrinal truths assumed as first prin- 
ciples, should be ever present to us in all 
our religious inquiries, discussions, and 
contemplations, since they ,vill do much 
to\vards opening the understanding to a 
fight conception of the ,vays and proceed- 
ings of God. 'Vhile they instruct us in the 
sinlpIicity of natural religion.. they will 
enable us to comprehend the utility of 
supernatural institutions, and prepare our 
minds for the reception of a revealed dis- 
pensation, grounded on the satisfactory 
atonement of a God. They ,viII moreover 
encourage man to repose an entire confi- 
dence in his Creator, and detern1ine him 
to allo\v this divine Benefactor to select" for 
himself, not only the mode of discharging 
tIle debt of original guilt, but. to prescribe 
the means of appìying the Inerits of that 
satisfaction to our subsequent necessities. 
l\;Iy object then, this day, ,viII be to pre. 
pare a ground-\vork in )"our understandings 


F 



so 


for the a{hnission of such mysteries and 
- truth." as shall be after\vards laid before 
you in regular order, as the revealed dis- 
pensations of God. 
l\r
 Friends, it nlust be evident to the 
,veakest capacity, that a God infinitely 
po\verful and infinitely ,vise cannot be con- 
fined to any particular dispensation, but 
ITIUst, in his concerns ,vith Ulan, be at li- 
berty to trace for hinlself that line of con- 
duct, \\'hich in his \visdoUl he may see 
11105t to his-o\rn honour and the advantage 
of his creature.-Consequen tly, under 110 
obligation of ruling hinlself by nature's 
la\vs (\\'hich for the \visest ends he estab- 
lished at the creation), he is pri'Tileged, 
as Lord of the u ni verse, to reverse or pass 
thelll by, \rhenever any object shall call 
for that exercise of po\\"er.-He ,vho gave 
boundaries to the sea, can ovtr\vhehn \vith 
a deluge the highest nlountains.
IIe \vho 
placed \vater in the clouds, can make it 
flo\v from the solid rock ;-he . ,vho first 
breathes life into the infant, can reanimate 


" 
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the dead. The one is an act of his provi- 
dence, strictly according to nature; that 
is, agreeable to the established course of 
things; the other is a supernatural 'VOT k, 
out of the regular order. Thus it is he, 
,rho naturally multiplies that corn in the 
ground, ,vhich, if he cl100ses, he can also 
supernaturally lllultiply in the hand. In 
short, there are myriads of \\7à)"s, in 
,vhich God Inay deal out his dispensations 
to men; and infinite is the variety of ob-- 
I" 
jects and effects ,vhich he is capable of 
presenting to the hUlnan tnind. 
Adlnitting the desire and expectation, 
therefore, of a divine revelation, ,rhich 
seen1 to have been universal anlong Ulan- 
kind, and ,vhich to all appearance \\'ere 
grounded on the pronlise of God to our first 
parent, THAT THE -SEED OF THE 'V01\IAN 
SHOULD Ol\ E DAY CRUSH THE HEAD OF 
HER SEDUcER;-in that state oflnind, I re,- 
peat, ,,'ould it have been right, to point out 
tù God the mode to ,vhich he ,vas to con- 
fÌne hilnself, in thus extending reden}ption 
F2 
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nd ne\v blessings to his creatures? 1\Iy 
Friends, is it 110t the height of folly, or 
rather is it not a Inad presun}ption in any 
one to pretend to reason us and God into a 
kno\vledge of \vhat ought to be the nature 
of his divine revelations a.nd dispensations 
to men? Is it not an arrogance surpassing all 
bounds, for anyone to say: Thou hadst \vis- 
donl sufficient to create the universe out of 
I 
nothing ;-in this thou hast truly displayed 
thy on1uipotence: but since thou \vilt con- 
tinue to n1anifest thyself a God; since thou 
\\,ilt instruct fallen 11lan in the ,,'ays of vir- 
tue, and make him a fa vouri te child of hea- '. 
ven, I \vill take upon m}'self to join issue 
,vith thee, in deciding upon ,vhat is best, 
and D10st suited to HIS circun}stances and 
THY honour. And, if associated in the 
business of sanctifying the hunJan race, my 
reason \vill of course interfere, \vhene\'er 
thy determinations are at variance \vith 
the la \\'8 of nature. 
Is it not, I say, the excess of insolence 
and presumption, for anyone thus to ad... 
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dress the Creator ? Yet this is ,vhat he is 
guilty ot: \vho attelnpts to lay do\vn rules 
for the Alnlighty.- This is \\'hat is daily 
exhibited by those \vho pretend to confine 
the lllore recent dispensations of. God to 
the religion of nature, . and constitute hu- 
lnan reason that suprelne tribunal, to 
,vhich are referred the defects, the irn pro- 
babilities, and inlpossibilities J ,vith \\,hich 
they charge the divine revelations of God. 
I t is ,,,hat is hourly practised by those phi- 
losophers ,vho labour to reason against 
evidence and facts j-,vho have drawn a 
circle for their Creator, and say, ",ithin 
this thou shalt move, but beyond it. thou 
shalt not pass. Nature is the priI1('il
le on 
\vhich thou hast begun, and \vith nature 
shalt thou ternlinale. Oh! insignificant 
nlortals, vile reptiles, in comparison \vith an 
infinite God! is it thus that ye stand up 
iu opposition to your Creator? 'fo you 
nature has assigned six feet of stature, 
and dare you presume to nleasure the 
beight of the farthest st1r? ,... e cannot 
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explain to me the sense of pain, nor ho\v 
ye came by an inlmortaI soul; and are 
ye qualified to become the counsel- 
lors;' the advisers,. and the judges of 
God *? l\lethinks I see SOlne of you startle 


.. One of the rnós valuab1e effects of genuine philoso- 
phy, writes the elegant l\lr. Stewart, is to remind us of the 
]imit
d powers of the human understanding, and to revive 
those natural feelings of wonder and admiration, at the 
spectaële of the universe, which are apt to languish in cón- 
sequence of long familiarity. "fhe most profound discove- 
ries which are placed witbin the reach of ou r researches lead 
to a co
fl'siion of human ignorance; for while they flatter 
the pride of man, and increase his power, by enabling him 
to trace the simp1e and beautiful laws by which ph}.sical 
events are regulated, they call his attention at the same time" 
to thoge general and ultimate fa
ts, which bound the narrow 
circ1e of his knowledgf>; and which, by evincing to him the 
operation of powers, whose nature must for ever remain un. 
known, serve to remind him of the insufficiency of his facul. 
ties to penetrate the secrets of t 1 1e universe. \Vherever we 
direct our inquiries; whether to the anatomy or physiology 
of animals, to the 
rowth of vegetables, to the chymical at- 
tractions and lepulsjon
. or t() the motions of the heavenly 
bodies; we perpetually perceive the effects of powers, which 
cannot belong to matter. To a certain length we are able 
to proceed; but in every research, we meet with a line 
which no industry nor ingenuity can pass. It is a line too 
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at the charge; I \vill repeat it, then, ye 
are !he ßlen; and if you ,viII pernlit qIe to 
expose the proceedings ,vhich give rise to 
your errors, I \vill state the reason \vhy 
... the same talents, and the sanle learning 
,vhich forn1 the Christian, should like- 
wise ref Of In the infidel, that conllllon'sense 
Dlay judge bet\veen us. 
l\ly Friends, in the pursuit ofkno\vledge, 
at the verv outset, ,\Te take t\VO different 
., 
courses. The philosopher plunges inlrnedi- 
ately into the study' of matter; and enam: 
oured with nature and his o\vn little disco- 
veries.. lays it do\vn as a principle, that God 


which is marked with sufficient distinctness; and which no 
man now thinks of passl11g. who has just views of the na. 
ture and object of philosophy. It forms the separation be- 
tween that field which falls under the su rvey of the physical 
inquirer, and t
at unknown region, of which, thougq it was 
necessary that we should be assured of the existence, in order 
to lay a foundation for the doctrines of natural theology. 
it hath not plea5ied the AutllOr of the universe to reveal to us 
the wonders in this in rant state of our being. It w.as, in 
fact, chietlv by tracing out tr.
s line that Lord Bacon did so 
much service to science. Eleme7,ls if Philos ' p"!/. page 88. 



36 


in aU his operations nlust submit to her di.. 
rection. The Christian, on the other hand, 
first seel"s, finds and studies its Author, and 
then descending from that sublime con- 
templation to the \vorks of nature, disco- 
vers the traces of infinite ,visdolD and 
po\\yer throughout, aud justly observes 
that nature is directed by God, and not 
God directed by nature. The former 
clinging to lnatter by sOlnething like 
brutish instinct, either entirely rejects as 
delusive, or gi\res a natural interpretation 
to the nlost unequivocal, and best esta- 
blished proofs of every supernatural inter- 
position, or dispensation of providence. 
\Vhereas the latter, connecting in one vie\v 
the pronlises, Inotives and designs of 
God, combined \vith hUl11al1 circumstances, 
grateful1y accepts his dispensations ,vhen 
published \rith the supernatural evidence 
on 'v hich they rest; under the idea that 
the la \\'S and the course of nature may be 
by hi1n suspended, \vithout forming a 
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rational ground of argun1ent against the 
truth of his \vord *. 
My Friends, froin this consideration of 
the possibility of a divine, supernatural 
dispensation to man, I shall nQ\V proceed 
to sho\v you that it has actually taken 
place, both in the instance of that di- 
vine covenant '\7hich God entered into 
,vith Abraham, as also in the subse- 
quent promu1gation of the J e\vish la\v. 
For \vhether they sinlply existed in the 
the light of mysterious signs and prophe- 
tic figures, or \vhether the faithful observ- 
ance of them "tas to be productive of a 


:I: The great works of God are nature and religion.- 
They who employ nothing but rtason to direct their re- 
searches, naturally m:stake the blessings of the Divinity for 
the Divinity itself-hence IDOLATRY. We_ who use e\'ery 
'" means natural and preterGatural to arrive at truth, see first 
the external works of an almighty hand in natnre, and a- 
dore OMNIPOTENCE :-2dly, hear from others and fed in 
ourselves the operations of infinite justice and love in the fall 
of Adam. and the death of Jesus-and beli
ve-RELIGION. 
It is the natural consfl)uence of extensive knov.ledge, to a- 
bate our confidence; while impudence, dogmatism, and 

ain and visionary speculation are the genmne offspring of 
1 <Ynorance. 


G 
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spiritual ctfect, they are justly to be 
regarded as supernatural dispensations. 
'Vith the la\v of nature they have no con.. 
nexiùn, nor is it less evident to reason, 
that gaJIing and restrictive as they ,vere 
on liberty, they never \\roulò have been 
received, cherished, and respected by an 
entire people: had they not carried ,vith 
thenl a sure testilnony of divine origin. 
IIere \\TC aTe Ín)nlcdiately leù by the 
suhj
ct before us, to decide on the cha- 
racter of the books of :\Ioses, books ,vhich 
give a detaIled history of those e,rents, 
and soletnnly testify, that they ,rere 
grounded on the special revelations of 
God, miraculously preached and confirnled 
in the face of 111ultitudes *. :\Iy Brethren, I 


* As a counterpoise to tbe miracles of 
lose5 and the 
prophets, infidels :ire fond of urging the miracles of the 
Egyptian magicians, 
nd call upon us to say, why God in 
his justice permitted them th'JS to rnis1ead Pharaoh and his 
people.- To this we an
w
r, that if they were misled, 
it was because they chose to be so.-However wonderful 
were the 
igns e\hibited by the magicians, the miracles of 

Ioses Wl're always still more astonishing, and proved the 
tiuperior power of that Being in whose name he acled.- 
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the great importance of the 'Iosaic history 
to revealed religion in general and parti- 
cular, has been too \vell kl1o\vn to infidels 
and believers, to allo'\
 either of them to 
be si1ent upon it. The Christian vie\\7,s it 
as the first rampart of his faith, \rithin 
,rhich he entrenches himself; and the un- 
believer sees that he 111ust subvert the old 
before he can venture to attack the evi- 
dence of the Ne\v Testament. It is on 
this ground then that I atn ready to meet 
the sceptical unbeliever this day, and \vho- 
ever falls, let him fall to rise no nlore. 
1\Iy Friends, after attentively examin- 
ing all the arguments ot these dOUgJlty 
adyersaries of revelation, I find that they 
have nothing to ad vance against the sim- 
ple and digni fled testimony of this history 


Thus when in imitation of Aaron's rod, the rods of the ma- 
gicians were changed into serpents, Aaron'! rod devoured 
theIr rods :-besides, like aU other magicians. tbey used se- 
cret arts, whereas Moses employed none.-In thesame man- 
ner modern Christians may be deluded by the tricks and 
sophisms of philo
ophers, but it is alwavs in opposition to 
stronger evidence-and thus the justice of God always tri.. 
umpns. 


G2 
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upheld by facts, but flinlsy raillery, so- 
phistical reasoning, and objections dra\\rn 
froln itnprobabilities. ()ne styles it the 
'york of a rotnance \\''fiter-another of an 
enthusiast, and a third of a nladman. But, 
my Friends, it is ,veIl kno\vn, that insult, 
ridicule and abuse, \\rill ne\.er a11l0unt to 
argumcDt, Of proof: in the judgment of 
a rational being. I-Iume undertakes the 
overthro\v of revelation, by n10re subIilne 
reasoning, and in order to strike at the 
gTeat miracle of Christ's resurrection, af- 
fit ms th" t as \Ve have not ,\'])at he is pleased 
to term the experience of miracles in our- 
selves, ,ve have no means of ascertaining 
the ,"ery possibility of In i racles at all ; since 
\ve can never be certain of the existence 
of any thing of ,,'bích \ve ha\"e not personal 
experience *. To establish this' reasoning, 


· Hurne's objection to miracles is refuted by himself:- 
{or uron \\ hat does the 
vidt'nce uf past facts rest, but upon 
the prrsent evidenc
 of tho..e who witnessed the Lcts in q lies. 
tion.J and tommunicated this present testimony of their 
senses to thei r cotemporaries-they to otrers-others to us- 
who giive credit to what they s
y from our own qaily, pcr- 
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my Friends, is the object oftbe philosophi- 
cal essays of this \\'riter; and labouring, 
like a second Hercules, ,vith it he hopes to 
lay prostrate an the evidence of J e\vs and 
Christi.ans. But \vhat does this n1Ïghty 
argull1ent tend to prove? far too much 1 
his very friends \vill allo\v. I t goes t? 
prove that you are uncertaio of the exîst.. 
ence of any person, city, or country \rhich 
you have not seen; that every death or 
event is doubtful \vhich YOU have not \vit- 
61 
nessed; that llistory is fabulous and ro- 
111antic, and that juridical e
.idcnce is false 
and unjust in its very princip1e. It goes 
to prove that you cannot even ascertain 
the existence of the man, \vho had the fol.. 
.. 


sonal, present experience, that the consonant testimony of 
a collection of n.atio'ns or individuals is cilways more certain, 
. 
than the testimony of any of our own priv.lte senses. Can 
a blind man rational1y doubt (If the existence of colours. 
merely becallse he has no experience of their nature 
 All 
the argum
nts of Hume tend only to prove what we Chris- 
t
ans admit as a first principle-I mean, that man {:ould never 
}Jave attained to a perft'ct notion of God, and re
:gion, by 
the htlp of reason alone. 
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]f to conceive such an arguITIcnt,-that 
every effect in nature is doubtful ,rhere 
:rour o\vn experience does not interpose; 
in short, that hun1an testimony is an emp- 
ty nothing. 
Such is the baseless reasoning to \rl1ich 
the great and adn1ired l\lr. Hunle has htld 
recourse to verify hIs POU1PO':3 p.omise, 
II of reconciling profound inquiry \rith 
U clearness, and tru th \vith novel t) -to 
U undennine the found3tions of an ab- 
U stJuse philosophy, \\'hich, he says, seelns 
" to have sel"\ ed hitherto on!y as a shelter 
" to superstition, and a cover to absurcli
y 
" and frror ;" this \\?as the silvcred bait he 
displayed, whilst h;s f( a1 oLjt:ct ""as to 
strike at the root of reycaled religi?u, 
and to substitute his o\rn false, ll)iscrable, 
and sophistical arguulents ill its pìace. 
Oh J if this be called Philosophy, give nle 
the sense. 'of the upright peasant, \vhQse 
111(01)" thoughts reflect hououT on hin1self 
and his Creator, and prove preferable to 
\701un1eð of such fallacious reasoning. 
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You are satisfied I doubt not, my Friends, 
in COl1traJiction to HUlne, ttat history 
and hun1an testimony are sufficient to esta- 
blish the certainty of events, and that 
daily experience proves the truth of this 
assertion. I do not tnean that credit is 
due to e\.ery report and idle rumour, for 
there are, and may be often, necessary con- 
ditions \vanting in the evidence ;-but 
that ,,,hen the testimony is cOlllp1ete, a 
fact Inay be rendered equal1y certaiu, as if 
,re had experience of it ourseh'es, and even 
deserving of a stronger faith than if \ve 
had been the single \\"itness. 
No\v the 
Iosaic history, independant of 
the only rational account it contains of 
the nations of the universe, and the early 
ages of the ,\'orld, presents us with a series 
of connected events and proceedings bear- 
ing reference to an extraordinary dispen- 
sation on the part of God, attested by 
miraculous effects ;-signs I add \vhich 
clearly evinced the ll1au ifest concurrence 
and special ordination .of the .:\In1ighty, 
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and w'hich could not possibly he ascribed 
to any other power. The divine ohject 
throughout, \\.as to preserve the kno\\'- 
ledge and \\porship òf the trne God atnong . 
the chosen descendants of .l\hrahanl ;-to 
dra,\' a line of separation bet\\peen then} 
and that portion of nlankind, ,vho, as I 
. 
demonstrated in Iny last discourse, had 
universally plunged into vice and idolatry. 
-In short, to prepare men for the ilnpart- 
ing of that second dispensation, \vhich 
,vas intended to be of more general extent, 
and in \vhich religion \vas to be published 
to the ,,'orId in its l110st perfect' forn1 *. 
This being the grand object proposed, the 
me_ans fnlployed \VeTe 'such "as could not 
fail to produce the desired effect; and 
Bollingbroke hinlself, speaking of them, 


.. The religion of Adam, of .Noah, of the Jews and of 
the Christians, is but the same divine virtue supernaturatl}. 
developed in its different stages.-When it is affirmed, there. 
fore, 
f the patriarchs, that they lived under the [aw of nature, 
it is to be uliderstood of a divine law, to which were not yet 
attachet! the obligation of those positive precepts superadded 
to it by l\.Joses and Jesus Christ. 


. 
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says
: HI kno\v nlost intuiti\'ely, that no 
H creature of the same nature as nlyselt: 
" and I presun1c the Israelites ,vere hun1an 
" creatures, could resist the e\' idence of 
Ie such revelations, such nliracles, and 
Ie such traditions as are recorded in the 
Ie Bible :-that they 111Ust ha\'e terrified 
" the most audacious, and convinced the 
fC 1110st incredulous." 
It seen1S to nle, therefore, that all the 
objections of these philosophers \viII be 
imnlediately silenced, if,ve can but estab- 
]ish the credi t and correctness of the his- 
torian. To this effect, I nlust call Jour at- 
tention to t\VO cirCulDstances attending 
the account of these miracles, ,vhich are, 
nrst, that Moses never pretended to ,vork 
them in any other name than that of God; 
-thus referring to hiln all the honour :- 
and secondly, that as he states them to 
bave been 'rrought publicly, in the face ôf 
the Israelites and Egyptians, he gave the 


". Vol.iv. page 223. 


H 
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,,'orld a fai r opportuni ty of collecting 
evidence against thenl, had it been possi- 
ble. But inclependant of the circum- 
stance, that no historian of antiquity ever 
appeared to contradict the statements of 
l\Ioses, Inost of ,vhich stand corroborated 
by that class of \vriters, as \\'ell as genera
 
tradition, the narration in question carries 
with it sllch internal evidence of truth and 
divine character, that ,vhether ,re consi- 
der the sublilllity of the thought, the no- 
bleness of expres
ionJ or the general uni- 
fornlity of the \\"hole, \ve cannot refuse it 
the hOlnage of respect to \vhich the sacred 
,vord of God is so just1yentitled. And 
the Lord said to Moses: II/rite [01' {t 'ne- 
nlorial i/1, a hook*. l\nd after i1Ioses !lad 
wrote the 'liYJ.1"ds of. this laro ill a VOIU111C, and 
finished it, he c01nl1ZaJlded the Le"cites WllO 
carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
saying: 1àke this hook] a1ld put it in the side 
of the ark of the covenant of the Lord !jOllt' 


· Exod. xvii. 14. 
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God: lliat it 'Illay be tlLel"e fOI" a icsti- 
'I}lOIlY :if: . 
. But if the letter only offer a silent evi- 
dence, facts \vill speak more loudly. l.et 
the testimony, then, of kno\vn events be 
attended to ;-let the existence of the J e\v- 
ish republic speak ;-let the steady attach. 
111ent of that people to their la\v in their 
several captivities, explain itself ;-]et the 
'l"oice of a generation as I1unlerous as the 
sands of the sea and the stars of the firnla- 
111ent be heard ;-let tIle dispersion of that 
extraordinary nation at this 
ay be al- 
10\\!ed as' evidence in the cause before 
us; and let their consentient dec]
ra.. 
tions bear do\vn the opposition of a few' 
sceptic philosophers. l\ly Friends, as the 
Jeligion and history of that people ,vere so 
completely Înter\voven \vith their civil 
constitution and government, that it ,vas 
impossible to study the one ,vithout be- 
cOlning acquainted \vith the other, so both i.. 


· Deut. x-"txi. 24, 


H2 


\ 
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,,'ell conspired to promote the designs of 
God.-For the festivals 'fhich "'ere kept 
in c0J11memoration of their tniraculous in- 
troduction in to the land of Canaan, as also 
those ,vhich referred to the promulgation 
of their Ia \\', forined a part of t hei r state 
as ,yen as rcligious polity, and clearly de- 
nlonstrate that the one ,vas coeval \vith the 
o th er. 
If we ad ,.ert to their feast of the taber- 
nacles*, does it not tell us that their fa- 
thers had once d \\'elt under tents? If \ve 
enquire the meaning of the Pasch, shall 
we not be ans\vered, it is the 't)icti>>l 0/ the 
passage 0/ the Lord, when Ize passed over 
the 
ouses of the children 0/ Israel in EgyjJt, 

triking the l
g"!JptiaJls, and savlng our 
houses t? If ,ve ask the intention of the 
law of circumcision, shall \\"e not be to1d
 
that it was the Sig'll of the C01.:enOJ1t ,vhich 
God made ,vith their father Abraham, þy 
which he bound hinlself to '111ultiplg Ilis 


· Ley- xxiii. 4 2 . t Exod. xii. "i- 
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pos erity, to put it in possessioJl if'thefer.. 
tile'land of' Canaan, and to bless alillations 
ill his seed * ? Bu t should this e\.idence be 
found insufficient to establisb tbe divine 
character of th
 books of Mo
es, and to 
put do\vn the sceptiçism of irreligious phi- 
losophers, let the testilTIony avail of those 
sublime and holy \\'ritcrs, \vhose ,vorks fo1- 
lo\v iu the order of the Old Testall1ent, and 
,rho inevel).line bear such honourable evi- 
. dence to his veracity.-Had :\Ioses been 
the single instrunlent or prodigy in the 
hands of God to effect his designs, the 
proofs of his divine mission ,yo\lld be less 
po\rerful 'than they are: but ""hen \ve dis. 
cover a succession of sinlÏ1ar characters 
in the history of this nation; \,'hen ""e 
ha ve a David, an Elias, a' Daniel, and 
also the CHRIST, ,\,ho preach, inculcate, 
and enforce the la,v of l\loses, as a divine 
dispensation to the children of Abraham) 
can \re patiently listen to the ,veak objec- 
tions of Atheists and unbelieyers? 


Gen. 
vii. %
. 
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Besid
s, has any part of the l\Iosaic his- 
tory been proved incorrect?-Has any pre- 
diction, \vhich the course of ages was to 
verify, been forgotten in the calculations of 
Ettrnal \Visdom ?-Have not the events all 
, 
passell before us ?-H3.ve we not seen thé 
J e\\TS established in the Land of Promise, 
and nlade glorious in the sight of all the 
kingdptns of the earth ?-Have w'e not 
"..itnessed the introduction of the ark into 
the superb temple of Jerusalem, in \\,hieh 
all nations placed their offerings before 
the a1tar of the high God ?-Have \re not 
seen ho\v fidelity to their la\v w'as rewarded 
\vith prosperity and triumphs as foretold, 
,v hi 1st its violation \ras chastised ",ith ca- 
1anlities, defeat, and capti vity .? U nac- 
countaùle indeed \vould it therefore be, 


· l\Ioses's undisguised narrative of their rrevarications,- 
t=rimes,-obstinacy,-rebeHions,-PlInishments, &c. is not 
the ordinary emanation of a mind or pen actuated or direct... 
ed by the natural dicta'tes of humanity. Other philosophers. 
]egislator
, or poets, deal decidedly, either in panegyric or 
invective, - extremes alike opposite to truth;- neither of 
which the most partial critic will discover in the works of thi
 
writer. 
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,vere Providence to ,york 111iracles to verify 
01 
a romance; and truly inflexible ßIUSt be 
his obstinacy, ,rho ,vill regard this cor- 
f:spondent series of events and proofs as 
fortuitous. 
But should there remain the grand ob- 
jection, \vhich is often imposed upon the 
uninformed, THAT THIS HISTORY IS AN 
ARTFUL FABRICATION, POSTERIOR B
 
11ANY AGES TO THE .îIl\IE OF l\IosES, 
tben let these ,vise ones prove ,vhen and 
by ,vhom it ,vas fabricated.- Here, ho\v- 
ever, su
h difficulties rise against then1 
on e\.ery side, that to cQnvince us ho\v 
hard they are driven for a reply, they 
kno\v not \vhen or 011 \\,hOln to fix it : 
-one ascribing it to the reign of the 
judges-anäther to a period subsequent 
to the Babylonish captivity. N O\V the 
supposition that it was the forgery of 
the judges, is as open to 0 bjection, as th
 
idea of its being the forgery of Moses. For 
undoubte(!ly there ,vere then living all10ng 
the J e\VS Ulan)' ,\'ho, exclusive of their o\Vn 
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better knû\\?ledge of their history, l11ight 
have opposed to it the silence of their 
fathers relati\'c to the events described ;- 
an(! after that perioll, it is iJTI possi ble to 
understand ho\v any, with lTIOre authority 
than .l\Ioses 'ever clai med, cou leI have per- 
suaded a \rhole nation to believe a fabli- 
cated tale, or enlbrace a law so extraordi- 
nary. But \rhen \ve add to these considera- 
tions the relative independence of the se- 
veral tribes, the folly of the idea beCOlnes. 
sclf-c\yiden t. In answer to the last objec- 
tion, that it was subsequent to the Baby- 
Jünish captiv"ity, or the conlPosition of 
Esdras, I \vil1 SiOlply state, that \ve kno\v 
from a variety of evidence, that the Mo- 
saic Jaw ,vas highly and universal1y re- 
spected in the reign of David, whò ap- 
peared early in the Jewish history) and 
that the existence of copies in the posses- 
sion of the Sanlari tans, previous to the 
return of the Jews froln their captivity in 
Babylon, c1ea1'1y indicates, that the ]a\v 
was received by the Israelites before tho 
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separation of the ten tribes, ,vhose hatred 
and jealousy to\vards the tribe of J uda, 
,vould never have allo\ved them to admit 
it after. 
J\Iy Brethren, by thus completely estab
 
Jishing the divine character of the l\Iosaic 
history and la \v, we at once overthrow 
those argunlen ts and objections, on \vhich 
philoso.phers oppose revelation, and leave 
them discolnfited and confuted before the 
,vorld. Vain ,vill it be for thenl in future 
learnedly to reason on the sufficiency of 
natural religion-unavailing sophisn1s! 
The fact, the deed, speak conclusi vely 
 
to the understanding. l\ioreover, I deny 
that ev
n appearances are in favour of 
these naturalists, since in corroboration of 
the account ,vhich l\loses has given us of 
the fall of our first parent, an things indi- 
cate a revolution in our nature *. Man 


· The irregularities of the earth's surface prove the works 
of Moses to be genuine.-In Siberia-in America, and even 
here in England, the bones and teeth of the Elephant-Hip- 
popotamus, and other animals which never existed in those 
I 
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would be a 111J7stery ,vithout that kno\v* 
, 
ledge; for it is far nlore easy to under- 


climates, have been found- and even thpse were larger than 
those of any such animals now existing :-add to this the tra. 
dition of every nation-other hiC\tories-fdbulol1s absl1rdi. 
ties-incoherency-romance. If the trunk of a tree, with 
some part of its bran<;hes. be lodged upon the su mmit of 
Mount Stella, the chief of the .A I ps, four thousand feet higher 
than any trees or vegetables are observed to grow,-is it not 
a natural conclusion, that it was left there by the deluge?- 
Again, if the world be anterior to the :rvlosaic account of it, 
would not some such histories attest it? \V ould not medals 
-monuments-or records indicative of the fact, be some _ 
where found? Nor indeed can we have a stronger proof of the 
antiquity and authenticity of lVloses.s account of the creation. 
than the absurdities and reveries of philosophers, who haveat.. 
tempted to explain the origin of things upon any other princi. 
plés.-\\'hat other volume but that of )fòses, explains the dig.. 
nity and misery ofm
n?-what that dominion which he visibly 
possesses over other portions of the creation ?-what those 
occasional revolts of brutes against man, or of matter against 
spirit ?-what the duties of the creature to the Creator, or the 
relative subordinations of society i-what the regular suc- 
cession of cu1tivation and population in the various parts ofth
 
globe ?-what the difference, progress, affinity, elements and 
principles of language i-His birth-education-Iabours- 
mi!'sion-behaviour-tfÏals and death, announce an extraor. 
dinary character.-I n the compass of a single song-audit, 
cdli-he digplél}'s more exalted notions of infinite justice p 
wisdC'm, power aud mercy, than are contained in tbe clabo.. 
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stand that he should have fal1en by sin 
from a stAte of primitive justice and feli- 
city, than that he should have been cre- 
ated the COU1POUlld of excellence and im- 
perfection of \vhich he evidently consists *. 


rate compositions of Hesiod and Homer. In his writings 
we can study tQvelation-pure-genuine and unadulterated.- 
In the composition of subsequent writers-revelation indeed. 
but mingled and disguiseJ with the reveries, absurdities and 
follies of natural reason.-In the nations of tbe world we find 
unparalleled orators-unparalleled poets-unparalleled states- 
men-unparalleled generals-but not one such divine.-The 
quotations of Josephus and Eusebius from Egyptians, Phenicie 
ans. Chaldeans and Greeks, are strong collateral testimony in 
favour of Moses's account, parlicularly as these witnesses had 
no common interest of country, ofrel
gion, or of professioCl to 
induce them to disguise or falsify the truth. Nor is Lord Bol- 
)ingbroke's observation on the difference between Pagan and 
Biblical authority to be omitted: "Take away Livy's mira- 
" des," says this famous philo'ìopher, C( and the train of civil 
.. events goes on just as well withou
 them: take away 
" Moses's, and his history becomes a heap of confusion, or 
U more properly it is a history of nothing." 
· Reason discovering by the exertion of its own powers 
!O much excellence on earth, mingled with so many imper- 
fections-so much dignity in man, confounded with so much 
misery-so much anger in God, combined with so much 
love-had recourse to two principles in order to exp1ain it. 
But revelation' informs llS that the opposition of good to evil, 
12 
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Indeed, if the kno\vledge of original sin 
did not thro\v a satisfactory light 011 the 
conduct of Providence, ,ve should have 
an effect ,vithout an assignable cause, 
,vhich ,vould not be very agreeable to 
philosophy, and man must ever remain an 
inexplicable fllonster. The revolution 
therefore 'v hich has taken place in the 
nature of man, has directly led to those 
ne\v ordinations and dispensations of a 
fatherly and bountiful Providence, ,vhich 
it shall be our business to consider as ,ve 
proceed. 


is neither more nor Jess than the revolt of the creature against 
the Creator. 



 


/ 
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SERl\:ION III. 


ON THE EVIDENCE OF THE PROPHETS. 


The sceptre shall not he taken [rorn Juda, 
nor a ruler fro1Jt his thigh, till HE COl71e 
that is to he sent, and he shall be the ex- 
pectation of nations. Gen. xlix. 10. 


COU LD \ve but properly impress upon the 
minds of TIlen, that human nature is in a 
state of moral, mental, and physical de- 
gradation, and that every individual of 
our race comes into this \vorld marked 
",.ith the crime of our first parents, and by 
the just sentence of God deprived of his 
immortal inheritance, ,,'e should be far 
advanced in fixing their expectations of 
future felicity upon a virtuous Ijfe
 and a 
faithful correspondence ,vith the dispensa- 
tions of a n1erciful Providence. Indeed, 


, 



. 
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nothing contributes more to lull men into 
the fatal delusion of an ilnaginary secu- 
rity, than the false opinion, t
at they are 
/ justified frool their tnother's ,von1b *, and 
,vorthy to receiye fronl their Creator an 
eternal reconl pense. 'Ve behold man)r, 
\vho ,vith the insolence of excessive pride, 
address hinl in this language: " Since I 
" alll ,vhat thou hast 111ade l1le, I have 
" surely a right to. look to thee in com- 
" lTIOn \vith my fello\v creatures, for fe- 
u tribution and happiness." - Inlpious 
mortal! clost thou charge the Alrnighty 
,vith the faults of thy O\Vl1 guilty parent? 
'Vho returned to thee that right \vhich 1 he 
lost for thee? No longer as thy nature \vas 
originally formed, thou hast ceased to be 
an object of conlplacency in his sight, and 
the alïll of his justice is raised against thee. 
True, thou ,,
ouldst have inherited such a 
clain1 through thy first parent, had he 
never fallen; but no\v thou art beconlc 


'fr Job ii. 



59 


one of a proscribed race, attainted of all 
its honours. The crime and disgrace of 
thy parent have descended to his child, 
and ,vill go do\vn to thy children, as it 
happens in the hereditary tranS111issions of 
this life. Thy inheritance thus forfelted, 
thou art ,vithout right, \vithout clailll on 
the bounty of God, \vhose every act of 
mercy is gratuitous, and a free effort on 
llÍs part. 
Consider then \ven, n1Y Frjend
, i 11 \\'hat 
relation you once stood to\vards Gad.- 
The score was aU against you, even at the 
conlÎng into life; and had you 110t been 
,redeemed *, you \vould have been infalli- 
bly excluded fron1 the kingdonl of tbe 
blessed. Virtue, therefore, and a fai thful 
correspondence \\'ith \vhat ne\v dispensa- 
tions Providence has granted, can - alone 
furnish any kind of title to the revocation 
of a sentence, ,vhich the eternal justice of 
God nlust other,vise ratify and execute. 


, 


· Coloss
 ii. 14- 
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It ,vas to obviate, therefore, this state of 
things, and in cOllseq uenee of the early 
repentance of onr first parents, that the 
Ahnighty ,vas pleased in his nlercy to 
offer as a relnedy the religion of Christ the 
l\Iessiah *; ,vhich froln t
lat period be- 
canle the religion of all ,vho \vere to be 
saved. I do 110t mean that its 111erits and 
divine character \vere so explicitly reveal- 
ed to n1ankind as they are at present. Then 
tnen could only anticipate its excellence; 
au anticipation, ho,vever, \vhich, combined 
\\'ith virtue, ,vas acceptable to the Deity, 
till the course of that time was accom- 
plished, ,vhen the plenitude of benedictions 
,vas to descend upon the \vorld. I, said 
God to 
\dam t, will put eJlllÛly bet'tveen 
the serpent and tILe ZtJOllZalZ and his seed and 
IIC}'" seed. Size shall crush his head, and Ile 
slullllie in wait for her heel. 
Truly, Iny Friends, this presents us ,vitIl 
reflections singularly grand and striking: 


· Acts iv. 12. 


t Gen. iii. 15- 



61 


enab1ed to trace back the religi.on of 
Christ for ne=.lrly six thousand years, froln 
the Catholic and Apostolic \"'e ascend to 
the Jewish Church, frolD that \ve pass to 
the patriarchal ages, through \"hich \ve 
1110unt to our first.parent, \vho recei\red it 
directly frolll his çreator. As the object, 
then, Iny friends, \vhich I have proposed 
this day to nlyse1f, is to lay before yau e the 
prophetic evidence of the Old Testa111ent 
relati ve to the conling of Jesus Christ, the 
Lord and the Saviour of the world, r I shall 
not stop to consider the mysterious cha- 
racters of Isaac, Joseph, and Solo111on *, 
,vho have been al \\'ays regarded as figures 
-of the l\Iessiah ;-1 shaH not d ,veIl on tbe 


* Philo ancl Josephus considered the character of the pa. 
t
iarch Joseph, for instance
 as figurative in all its points ;- 
and if we compare the facts recorded by the evangelists, with 
those previously inserted in the Old Testament, we shall be 
obliged to exclaim with 'J'ertullian; "Ut verbis ita et rebus 
.. prophetatum (" "how prefigured in every act and word !"- 
and with St. Austin: "Not only their \vords, but their lives 
4' were prophetical." It is impossible not to acknowledge 
that the whole of the religion of the oid law was typical ei.. 
t.Iler of the life of Jesus Christ or of 
is new dispensation. 
}( 


" 


, 
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clection of Jacob, the rprefernlent of J uda, 
or the exaltation of David) as indicative 
that the favours of G ad are gratuitous, 
and that the Gentiles \vere to find mercy 
u"îth hin), ,,'hilst Israel, through some 
great defect of correspondence ,vith grace, 
should become a tetnporary outcast *;-I 
shall not rest on the similitude bet\veen 
. 
1\Ioses establishing the Je\vish Church, and 
J es
s Christ building Christianity on 
those grand and striking predictions of the 
prophetst, \\' hich, deposited ,vith the J e\vs 


· Rom. ii. 25, 26. 
t The productions of fIomer, Hesiod, or a.ny other pa. 

an author, present their gods to our view as subordinate 
CJgents.-\Vhen they speak, it is the author who invents 
t1H
ir sentimenls, or c10thes them in his own exprcs- 

ions ;-when they foretel, it is always under some ob. 
scure and ambiJ!uous phrase, of which the event can neither 
disclose the truth nor the deception; while their quarrels, 
.md what is \yorse, their passions, are always in the extreme, 
even of us poor mOltals.-\Vhereas, when the scriptures are 
consulted, man always appears in the presence of the SUe 
preme Being in his proper charact
r, imploring his mercy, or 

marting under his justice.-Thus when the ldtter records his 
dispensations to the world, it is always in quality of an historian, 
reporting something said or done ;-when penetrating into 
futurity, he speaks without ambiguity or 
'luivocation. call. 
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during many ages previous to his arri val, 
so boldly and distinctly mark the features 


jug Cyrus by his name 10ng before his existence, and specify. 
ing the conquests of Alexander before he was king of Greece. 
&c. &c. -Nay, the prophecies of Daniel are so mani. 
fest, precise, and positive, that the enemies of religion have 
been reduced to the necessity of asserting that he wrote after 
the events. '\
hich last resource is in opposition to history, 
to Ezekiel his cotemporary, chap. xiv. ver. 14- 20. xxviii. 3. 
I 
and many other testimonies. J 
lac. ii. 60. Joseph. Ant. 
Jib. x. chap. 12. and lib. xi. chap. 8. 
Since the extent of futurity is as much present to God as the 
existing moment, to hìs servants he reveals as much of it as is' 
conducive to the adorable ends of his divine providence: and 
therefore one of these prophets, insulting the idols of the gen.. 
tiles, confidently said :-Shew the things that are to come here- 
lifter, and tee shall know that '!Ie are gods". The pagan poets, phi. 
losophers, and historians, indeed, seem sometimes to surpass 
themselves, butonly where they borrow from the inspired wri- 
ters.- The prayers which the}' address to their divinities are full 
of fulsome adulation, ignorance, or conceit.- Their praises are 
ø absurd, ridiculous, or borrowed from human incidents -Some. 
times they put themselves on an equality with these imaginary 
beingtt, and at other times degrade them beneath the .cha. 
racter of their own legislators and philosophers.-Cicero says 
of oracles: U Partim falsis-partim casu veris," Libø ii.' de 
Divinitat. 
The pagans, it is true, had their philosophers, but opposed 
to each other-jealous of each others discoveries-discordant 
· Isai. xli
 23' 
1(2 
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of his character, and the circunlstantial 
even ts of h is life. I ,rill not e\
en en]arge 
on the general expectation of mankind for 
an atoning Say jour, ,\
hich can alone afford 
an explanation of the universal practice of 
sacrifice alnong nations *, but I \vill pro- 
ceed to shen r , at the antecedent distance of 


. 
in conduct, system, and principle.- \Ylwreas the proph.ets of 
the Jews, always found united in the same vi
ws, same 
principles, and same ITIorality, bear testimony to each othtr, 
confirm the same truths, and support the same religion.- 
Their obscurity is no longer mystt>riol1s, than while we forget, 
that as the l\Iessiah was the soul of their prophccies,-the ac- 
complishment of the law,-the sub.,tance of the shadows,- 
and the reality of all the figures,-he is introduced upon every 
occasion: and what refers to him is often occasioned by some 
incident arising out of the character of tho
e who pre- 
ceded and prefigured him among the .Jews.-'fhe Septuagint 
Version, which, according to the best authorities, was fCJrmed 
about 284 years before Christ, stands a lasting monument to 
attest the authentic predictions of the prophets. 
.. There is something so unnatural and extraordinary in the 
practice of offering sacrifices of slain victims, that it is i mpos- 
sib)e to conceive how it could have been adopted by all na- 
tions, for the 
pace of four thousand years, as the univers3.1 
religion of man, otherwise than by referring it to some ancient 
- revelation touchi
g an expected bloody sacrifice of the l\Ies- 

iah. 1'he first act of Noah on going out of the ark, was to 
build U1'1 altar unto the Lord j and taking of all cattle tmd 
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three thousand years, the fatniJy froln 
\"hich he ,\-as to conlee III thy seed, said 
God to l\br3.hanl, all the nations of tlte 
earth shall be blessed*. 


fowls that u"ere clean, he 'tffered lwlofallsts upon the altart.- 
During the perioo just mentioned, every civil and religious act 
\\ as, accompanied with sacrifices. Solomon dedicated the 
ternp\
 of Jerusalem, by sacrificing twenty two thousand oxen 
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep; and so lite king 
lLild all the dâldren cf Israfl dediClLted tile temple uf tlte L01'dt. 
-The Egyptian, the Phenician, the Greek, the Roma:l, the 
Parthian, the Persian, the Gaul, and even the secluded Ameri- 
.can, practised the same religion, differing only in the object 
to which it was paid, and the corrupÜons v:hich the passion... 
of men had intr0rluced.-lt is also remarkable, that none of 
these mttions e1ier considered a wild animal as proper for 81- 
crifice-nor fish nor reptile. Yet it is more natural to Sll ppo-e 
that ferocity should have marked them om for destruction, 
and that th
 chace would ha\ e been sanctified wjth th(: deilo- 
n:inalÌon of a nobler species of sacrifice.- \Vhat essential dif- 
ference could there be, in the immolating a fine ox, and 
cutting down a fine oak, it simple destruction .had bf'en the 
b,l
i
 of religiOl
-al1Ò the cue had not an external refer.. 
cnce to the sa
rifice of the 
lts
iah ?-It is t:quaHy wonderful, 
that a practice so ufiI\t:'r$al as that of oíLril1
 victi IUS ia sacri- 
fice should have wholly discontinued near
y r.t one and thE" 
&ame time in every IÌation or the world. 

 Gen
 xxii. 18. 
t Gen. viii. l20. t 3 Kings viii. 63. 
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fhis ,vas the first special cOlnnlunication 
of the di vine plan of a redemption, of w h.ich 
only a general pronlisc had been gi yen to 
our fÌI st parents, but ,vhich, ho\vever, had 
been carefully transmitted by the virtuous 
of succeéding generations. 1\1 y Friends, 
the great ad vantages of prophetic declara- 
tions, ,vere to instruct and keep alive ex- 
pectation, to teach TIlen to build their faith, 
not on the conclusions of hunlan \visdon1, 
but on the unerring \rord of God, \vhich, 
like a flan1c eyer burning in the l11idst of 
Israel, served to conlmunicate light to sur- 
1.ounding nations. To us, ho\\rever, ,vho 
can bring prediction and event in to one 
,'ie\\,-\\,ho can observe the interlnediate 
links, by ,rhich an all-effecting Providence 
chose to connect thenl,-they present 
the most su hlime 1l1oti \'es for ackno"rledg- 
jng the sovereign po\vt'r of God, and his 
direct control over the transactions of this 
\vorld. '''hen \re behold hinl opening the 
darJ< ,vom b of distant ages, and there cir. 
cUI11stantialJy describing events as they 
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shaH come to pass, a De\V importance 
is addèd to them, the tnind hangs on 
the prospect,-and we regard with an 
increased veneration these sacred ordina- 
tions of Eternal "\Visdoln. l\Iore particu- 
larly, as the prerogative of foreseeing and 
predicting is so confined to the Supreme 
Being, that it cannot be exercised by any 
other, unless in consequence of direct 
COD1ßlunication ,\,ith him; so as clearly to 
manifest in the event the \vork of the l\{ost 
High. 
The next prediction to \vhich I \\,ill call 
your attention, is the luemorable prophecy 
of Jacob-:-,vhen surrounded by his family 
in his last moments. The sceptre, said he, 
sllall not he taken frOl71 Juda, n01- a ruler 
fro'/n his llzig'h) till lie C01Jze that is to be 
sellt; and /ie shall be the expectation qf na- 
tions *. My Friends, figure to yourselves 
this dying patriarch, traversing in thought 
a course of more than si x teen ages, at 


· Gen. xlix. 9' 
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the end of \\Thieh, in his o\yn posterity, he 
discov<:rs the cOlllPletion of the di,'ine pro.. 
ll]ise to _\brahaol ;-1 nlean, the rising of 
the star of sa1vation, ,\Those glory u"as af- 
terwards to enlighten and fill the ,,'hole 
,rorI(). In a vision he reads the un'
'rittén 
. 
history of his children, and breaking out 
into the praises of Jl1da, under the beau- 
ful al1egorÏes of t h
 liou"s zi1/zelp and the 
sceptrc, proCrain1s the future strength and 
royalty of his tribe. It \vas froin his 
line that IJ E ,vas to CaIne, \\"ho \\'as to be 
the expectation and the Saviour òf nations. 
1'he \yery period or epoch lnarked for his 
approach, \ras to be \\!hen the princes o
 
the house of J ucla should cease to govern; 
and a foreign ruler should \"ield in her the 
sceptre of authority- 
Th is \\'3S to be the sign,.-this \\yas to de- 
note that the 
Iessiah, or the expected, 
\\"as arri\Ted; and had taken upon hilTIself 
the redenlPtion of Inen. There is no doubt, 
nlY Friends, a nlixture of light and ob- 
scurity in all these prophecies; but you are 
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to observe that the intention of God \vas 
such, in order to prove his creature, and 
to try the sincerity of his repentance ;- 
because, as pride had led him from the 
object of his happiness, so the \visdom of 
Providence deterlnined, that he should re- 
turn to it by no other ,vays, than those of 
sinlplicity and faith. 
Exanlining the sacred scriptures nlore- 
over in the order of tin1e, \ve observe, that 
it is at the distance of a thousand years be- 
fore the era in question, that God begins 
to unfold the character of this personage '; 
-and in the inspired canticles of the royal 
psalUlist, figures it out to us \vith such bold 
touches, that in contelnplating theIn, 've 
cannot help being struck \\7ith _admiration 
and astonislllTIent. For whilst the prophet 
is occupied in singing forth the praises of the 
Almighty, and in recounting his mercies to 
bis chosen people, \ve often behold hin1 sud- 
denly turning towards another scene, 
,vhich seenlS to InO\
e before him, and in 
which he discovers a representation the 
L 
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'llost interesting and sub1ime. He fee1s as 
chief actor, or describes as a \vitness,-and 
,vithout pausing to connect, rapidly hur- 
ries froln one mystery to another,-no\v 
,
'ith eagle flight he Jnounts to the throne 
of God, then descends into the grave, only 
g i\'ing you the bold pronlinent and striking 
parts in his description, leaving the imagi- 
nary to supply the rest. He sees one \vho is 
to sit upon a tll1
one throughout all genera.. 
liolls, e

'en ' till the moon be taken front tlie 
jir1nament* ; whom all the lâllg
 0/ the earth 
should adoret, and in 'i.V!iol7l all the t l'ibes of 
the eartli should be blessedt. He again dis- 
covers hil1l in the brig.lztness of the saints, 
heg"otten before the day-stal
, and a priest 
for e"L'er according to the order of 1J,lelclzise- 
dech
. He moreover sees hÙn sitting at tIle 
1'ig;lit hand l!f God J andfrolll tlte highest hea- 
vens beholding Ilis vanquished enellLÏeslJ. N O\V 
considers hit11 as his SO/l
, and then gives 
hìln the appellation of his Lord. I-Ie again 


· Pi. lxxi. s. t lb. ver. I J. t lb. ver. 17. 
 lb. cix. 3. 4. 
ti Ps.
ix. I. 
 lb. xliv. 8. 
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discovers the aame to be God, zl,holll God 
/lad anointed, and ,vho ,vas seated on all 
eternal tllrolle, reigning wit It truth, meek- 
1le
's, andjustice : he beholds the Ethiopians 
at his feet, and the kings qf Tharsis and 
Arabia offering him presents. He e\
en 
bears the eternal Father say, thou art 1ny 
S()'ll, this day I have beg'otten thee, ask of 
me and I reill give thee the gentiles for tlly 
inheritance, and the ut/llost parts qf tIle 
ea1
tlt fa}'" thy possession. The natiollS 
strive in vain, and kings and princes de"cis
 
vain things again
t the Lord and against 
his Christ*. He moreover sees hi m for ever 
bles-sed, because he ,vas beautiful above the 
sons of men; yet he also sees him deliver... 
ed up an innocent victim to his enemies. 
He hears him cOIl1plain that he "loas besieged 
by the vlalig'nant, who have opened their 
Inouths ag'ainst JlÌlll, like a lion ravenous and 
roaringt. I am a U'Orlll, he exclaims, and 
/10 1!lan, the reproach of 7l1en,' and the ou.t..... 


. .p .. 
s. 11. I, 
, 7, 8. 


t lb. xxi. 14, 17- 


L 
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cast qf the people; all they that sa7V me have 
laug'lled 1ne to scorn; they have insultingly 
spoken and wag;ged the head. He hoped in, 
the Lord; the!J said, let him delivel
 hi7Jz, let 
, 
him save hinl, seeing he delig.hted ill ltinz*. 
As a n
ighboUl" and a brother so did I please, 
as one 1nOll1'"lling llnd sorruziful so Zf}aS I 
hUl1lbled. But they rejoiced against me 
and came togethtr 
. scourges {cere gather- 
ed together upon 1l1C, and I knew 120t ,(f'lzyt. 
They hare dug' lny hands alld.feet, they Ilave 
'lumbered all rny bones J- and tliey have 
looked upon nze-and stared upon 'Jlle: tlley 
gat'e me gaul for my [ood, and in 1ny thir
.t 
tlley ga'"()e 1ne vinegar to drink. They 
parted my g;arJnents a1Jlong theIn, and upon 
my p()esture they cast lotst- ]iiI!) tongue /Zath 
l:leaved to rJlY jaws, and they II
ve brought 
me dO'll'n into the dust f!f death If. But l1e 
after\\yards sees hi,n entering triuJ7zplzolltly 
into heaven, and all the nations l!f tIle eartll, 
converted to the Lord. He sees tile rich, 


· Ps. xxi. 7, 8, ,. 
t lb. xxi. Ii, IB, 19- 


t lb. xXXiV.(17, 14, 15. 
nib. ver. 16. 
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tlte poor, and tlie po"(t.erful úffering; !tun the 
hOl1zag'e if eternal praise and adoration. 
The other prophets ""ere favoured \\7ith 
not lessjust representations of the lVlessiah. 
To Isaiah is revealed the sign zvl1ich the 
Lord himselj" slzould give: Behold a t"[.irgiIJ 
shall conceive and bear a SOll*. Ife sees in 
hin1 the 
'hoot '(ohich was to spring from 
Jesset, the stock of David, 'If)h01l1 the Gen- 
tiles should invoke. I-Ie'leas to be culled the 
child if wonder; and he also styles hÙll, 
God. He sees hilll struck like a tender plant 
'tvith the blast, and deprived if all cOI7leli- 
neas. liTho hath believed our l"eport, he says,j: 
wilen we declare, t ha t we have secn hiJll des- 
pised a!zd the 'J710st abject 0/ 1nen, a nlGn if 
sorrows, and acquainted zcit h in.fi"rJJlÍty. 
And his look 
cas as it 'u.:ere hiddèn and des- 
.pised, 'lohereUpoll Z'i'e estcel1led hirn 110t. ,,
l1re- 
1!J he hath úorne our infir17zities and carried 
nUl" sorrows :1'1. tve have tlzoug'Jzt him as it 
:cere a leper, and as one strucl,' by God and 


· haiah vii. 14. 


t lb. xi. 1. t lb. liii. . &c. 
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ojJlicted. But lie was woundedfor Ollr ini- 
ljuities, lle 'U'as bruisedfor our sins,-and by 
llis hruisrs we are healed. A111l'e like sheep 
have g'one ailrag, every C!lle hath turned aside 
into hi.
 V(f:n way; and the Lord hath laid 
O'll Jzinl tIle iniquity of ZlS all. He u'as o.ffer- 
cd because it '(oas-his Oü.'ll will, and Ile opened 
not his 17l011tlz; he shall he led as a sheep to 
the slaug'lIter, and shall be flun2b .os a lanlh 
bflfore the shearel", and he shall 110t opell his 
mouth. Therefore, said the L01-d, will I 
distribute to hÌ1n 
cery many, and he shall di- 
'Oide the spoils qf the strollg;, hecau
'e he 11atl& 
delive'red his soul unto death) andwtls 1-CpUt- 
ed with the u'icked
. and he hath borne the 
'-. silfs of many, and IU.ltth prayed for the trans- 
gressors. In fine, the prophet sees his .
epul- 
chl'e all glo1-ious*, and he exclainls, truly 
thou art a hidden God, the God of Israel, 
the Saviuur. t 
If \\ye pay attention to the conlmunica- 
tions \vhich \vere nlade to these prophets, 


· Isaiah xi. 10. 


t Ib, xlv. 15. 
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we shall observe tbat they aln10st \vho1Jy 
relate to three particular objects; The 
humiliations and sufferings of the 1\Iessiah 
-the critninal cnnduct and the reprobation 
of the Jews-and the g10rious and perpe- 
tual establishment of the church of Christ 
among the Gentiles. This is their universal 
theme, ,vhich they seldom or ..never aban- 
don; and tho' each seems to contenlplate 
the object presented in sonle lle\v light or 
attendant circumstance, the ,vhole is easily 
formed into one connected account. Thus, 
if Jacob foretold. that the lJIessiah should 
com e in the line rj'Juda.*,-if to Isaias it 
,vas revealed that a virgin should conceive 
and hrillgforth {, 80nt,-it ,vas the prophet 
l\licheas \vho \vas privileged to foretel the 
place of his birth: And thou Bcthlehe'lll 
art a little one olnong the thousands of Juda 
-out if thee slJall HE c07lze.f o rth, 'li'ho is to 
be tlte 'ruler ill Israel: and his gúillg }ortl1 
isfrom the heginning, fro1l1 fl,e days of eter- 
1Ûiy:f:. 


· Gen. xlix. 10. t !sa. vii. 14. 


t :\lich. v. 2. 
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l\Ioreover if Ða\";d f01'esa\v thé arriyal of 
tÍle princes if Arabia 'i:oith jJre:sents*,-it 
,vas Isaias \\"ho foretold that they should 
be accol11panied by a p;reat li6htt, \"hich 
should be visible to all Jerusalem ;-\vhilst 

lnother prophet n1arks his habitation in the 
land of Egypt: Out of Egypt have I called 
my Sont. And if the psalmist kne\v that 
]le "'as to be a priest of the Most I-ligh, it 

ras 1\Ialachy, ,v11o declared, that his ap- 
proach should be announced by a precur- 
sor: J;ehold, said the Lord of' 110sts to the 
jJrophet, I send 1Jzy angel, (uzy 111essenger), 
aud he shall prepal
e t lie 'Way before 'ill!J 
(ace;,. and presently the L01yl U'h01Jl YOlt 
seelt, and the ang-el qf the testal1zel1t, U'/zO'l7l 
YOll desire, shall conze to his telnple
. Ihc 
prophet .L"ggeus, 111oreo\"er predicts to 
Zoroùaùel, the glory \vhich on this account 
should fin the temple of Jerusalenlt 
ere yet the \\'alls bad risen from their 
0/ 
foundations: And tbe desired if all 


.. Ps. lxxi. 10. t Isaiah Ix I. 
o S ?\lalach}' iii. ) 


t Osee 
j. 2! 
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lations shall COllze, and I will fill this llouse 
zoitlz glory, saitlt the Lord of 1108ts, great 
shall be the p;lory of this last hou
'e more 
than that oj" tlte jirst*. Again if Isaias 
conceived IzÙn springing' as a flo'"{f)erfro'/lz 
the root qf Jesset, it \vas the prophet Za- 
\ 
charias, ,vho prophetically proclailned his 
triumphant entry into the city of David; 
Rejoice, he sayst, g'reatly, oh daughters qf 
Sion
. SItOllt for joy, oh! daughter of Jeru- 
salenz; Behold thy king' will COllze to tllee, 
the just and sa'L
iou.r ; he is poor and rid'Jlg 
upon an ass. If David beheld hilll 'I'ejected 
and an alien amo'11gst his bretlzrell
,-it was 
the prophet Zacharias ,vho sa\v him sold to 
his enernies for thirty pieces of silvel", and 
tlte 'lnoney g;iven to the pottel'lI. And if the 
psalmist foresa\v that he \vould be scourg'ed, 
and his hands and feet dug, it \vas l\Ioses 
,vho foretold that not a bone should he hrok- 
en
. If Isaias cliscoy'ers hiul glorious in 
his tomb, Zacharias sees the :,'IlejJherd struck 


· Aggeus ii. 8, IQ. 
S p
, h.viii. II. 


t Isaiah xi. 17 
B Zach. xi. 13. 
}! 


t Zach. xi. 9' 
, E'\od. ){ii. 46. 
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and the sheep 
catte1.ed; he hears sonle ask 
him, 
i'hat are tllese tf)ounds in tIle 17zidst of 
tllY hands? and he ans\vers, 'ttJith these I 
ZiJas 
ÐOllJlded ill the house of the1J?, tllat loved 
1JlC*; the iJlh
lbitallts oj" Jerusalem sllall 
look ujJon hi11 li,llOlJl, they have pierced; and 
they sllall1J1ollrn for hÏ1Jl, as one 17l0U1'"neth 
for fin only S011, and they sllall grieve over 
11Ùn, as the 111anner is to grieve for the death 
of thejirst-bornt. 
It is in this manner, I1JY Brethren, that 
the prophets \vere sent for\vard by God, as 
precursors to unfo1d to the peop1e of Israel 
every feature of the life and character of 
their pron1ised 
Iessiah. \Ve have seen them 
age
 before his arrival, describing his fa- 
nlily,-the place of his birth,-his endo,v- 
mcnts of grace, and his \villingness to suf- 
fer for our iniquities :-\\"e have seen then1 
enUl11erating his \\"ounds, and pointing to 
his hands" his feet, and his side :-in fine, ,\Te 
baye heard them nUlnber hinl amongst the 


oIt Zach xiii. 6, 7- 


t lb. xii. 10. 
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dea
. From his original conception, to 
the glory, which shone froln his ton1b, 
there is no one circumstance relative to 
this desired of all nations, ,vhich they did 
not accurately and elJ1phatically notice to 
that obdurate people, by ,vhom he w'as to 
be rejected and put to death. Nor \\rere 
the divine communications to the Je\vs 
confined alone to tl
ose particulars. The 
vision of the prophet Daniel \\'as to them 
still more important, since it. brought the 
accomplishment of all the other predictions 
to a precise point of time, and gave the 
,vorld an opportunity of fully attending to 
the course 
f events by ,vhich they \\'ere to 
be verified. 
'Vhilst the prophet ,vas praying for the 
deliyerance of his brethren frOll1 their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, his nlind is suddenly 
directed to sublimer my
teries, and the 
angel Gabriel thus addresses hi(n by the 
command of God. OIl Dalliel, I am UO'[(1 
come f01'tth to tcach tliee, aJ2d that th 
M
 


.. 
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'11zightest understand. * Set'ellty u'eeks 
(that is four hundred and ninety years, for 
the Jew's couu ted '\
eeks of years as \vell as 
days) seventy "lcecks are shortened upon tlly 
pco}Jle and upon thy holy city, tha ('I"On8- 
gressi011, may be finished and sin may hat'e 
all end, and iniquity 171ay be abolished,- and 
c"CcrlastiJlgjustice 'Jnay be broug'ht; and vi- 
sion and prophecy l1lay be fuifilltd
. and the 
8aint of saints 1Jzay be anointed. Knott) thou, 
therefore, and taJ, e notice, that f1'OOlJl the. 
going forth of tile zeord to build up Jerusa. 
lem again, unto Christ the Prince, there 
sllall he seven tt'eeks and sixty-fzeo z.ceeks; 
, 
and the street shall be built up ag'ain a aud the 
walls in trouhlesol1le tiJJzes. A ud after Si..l'ty- 
t'lt:o weeks Christ shall be slain, and the 
people that shall deny hÏ1n 
'hall not he his 
. 
and a people 'tvith their leader that shall 
come, shall de/j.troy the city and the sanctu- 
ary
. and the end thereof shall he Zt'aste; 
and l!fte/
 tile end of tILe war tile appointed 


· Dan. ix. 12. 
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desolation. And lie shall conjirl1l the cot'e- 
llall! 'tt'itlz l1zany ill one (eeele; and in tIle 
JUllj' qf the 7:tJeek tIle tt:ictilll- {fnd the st-tcrifice 
shalljèÛl. And there shall be in the te1Jlple 
tile abomination qf desolation; and t Ie deso- 
lation sltall continue even to tIle COllSUïJuna- 
tio12 and to the end. 
The next and last prophecy I \viII d is- 
close to you, my Friends, shall be that of 
l\Ialachy. Thro' the n1ediu111 of this pro- 
phet, God Blakes a declaration to the 
priests of the je\vish synagogue, \vhich 
can only refer to the period Inentioned by 
Daniel, \"hen the Christ should be slain, 
and ,\rben the Gentiles should be aggregat- 
ed to the Church of God. The priesthood 
and sacrifices of the J e\VS \"ere pleasing to 
God as long as they \\Tere figures of the 

Iessiah, \VhOn1 he \\
as to send; but after- 
,yards \vould be useless, and \\',ithout nlean- 
ing, or rather insults in those \\ ho denied 
the reality.. Therefore the prophet tells 
them 
,. I have '/10 pleasure ill !JOlt] sail lz tile 


.. 
Ialachy i. I
, II. 
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Lord qf HO
lts, and I zt,illnot receive a gij" 
of your Iland; for jronz the 1-ising of the 
sun, even to the going down, '11lY nalne is 
great anlong the Gentiles, and in every 
place there is sacrifice and there is f!ffered to 
'In:y nanze a clean f!ffering;, for my na11le is 
great among the Gentiles, saith the Lord 
vf Hosts. 
l\lalachias is the last of the prophets in 
the order of time; and ,vith hill1, at the 
distance of about four hundred years before 
Christ, closes that long train of inspired 
characters, \vho for nearly three thousand 
years successively enlightened Israel. 
Fronl 
that period reigns an unbroken silenc
.- 
No prophet rises in Juda to address the 
chosen people of God.-An inlportant Ino- 
mel1t is approaching-all is hushed into a 
ll1ysterious caltl1-a caInl which even for 
an interval pervades the universe.-At 
length the augeltnentioned by the prophet, 
the Baptist cOining forth, as the precursor 
of Christ, proclain1s his arrival to the J e\\rs, 
,rhen he imn1ediately appears, announce 
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ing himself the Son of God, the l\fessiah t 
and accomplishes in his a wn person all the 
predictions of the prophets. He is born 
amongst that people a king, he lives 
amongst then1 a prophet, and he dies 
amongst them a victim, a Saviour, and a 
God. .Agonizing, he e.xclai'llls with a loud 
'Voice, All is consuinrnafed, and gives tip the 
ghost*. Like Salnpson, he again bursts the 
bonds of death, issues forth a God fron1 his 
tomb, and comnlands t\velvc poor friend... 
less and dejected men to go and establish 
the Christian religion throughout the 
\vorld. Go, he says, persecutions shall be 
your bread, prisons your palaces, racks 
your thrones, ánd Inartyrdolus your 
cro,vns. SC
trcely are the conlmands re- 
ceived, than the \\7 hole ,,'orId resounds 
\vith the name of Jesus Christ ,vho \vas 
crucified; their rapidity is like to the ra- 
pidity of the torrent, and their conquests 
like ,to the conquests of a nlighty conque- 


· John xix. 3 0 . 
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ror. Yet perfurn1ing all by the s\yord of 
the \\"or<1 of God, they announce to ever)" 
nation the accomplishll1ent Ðf the events 
v;hich had been foretold; 
arr'y \vith them 
these sanle prbphecies as e\"idenee; and 
\\That is nlost rcr1.1arkablr, finrl in every part 
of the \vorld unexceptionable "ritnesses in 
the children of Israel, ,vho are the faithful 
guardians of these testilnonies, and ,\Tho 
by appro\Ting this evidence are forced to 
give judgnlent against thenlselves in favoul 
of Christiani tJ". 
For you arc to observe, that the prophe- 
cies to \vhich I allude, and \vhich appear so 
strong in proof, forln a part of the J e\vish 
Bible, and have ever been held a3 a sacred 
deposit by that people.-Should anyone 
question their authority, he \vould imme- 
diately direct against hinlself their keen- 
est and united indignation. 'Ve, there. 
fore, \\yho are a part of this ministry, con- 
tinue to announce the accomp1ishment of 
these propheciçs, and to urge J 9 0u to ac- 
cept those advantages ,vhich your redemp. 
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tion by Jesus Christ holds forth. He has 
paid the ransom of your iniquities, he has 
cancelled the sin of Adam; but your cor- 
respondence ,vith his graces alone can put 
you in possession of the benefit \vhich is to 
result fl'On1 hence, and give you a title to 
the eternal kingdom of God. By his death 
lIe has burst those gates \\'hich were shut 
against you, but religion can lead you in. 
J-Iaving as Inan entered into the bright 
glory of his Father <<= by hUlnility, mortifi- 
cation, and ho1iness of life, it is only those 
\vho are w'illing to fol1o,v him in the exer- 
cise of the. san1e virtues, ,\,ho shall be pri- 
vileged to share his triumphs, ,vhich I trust " 
one day \vill be your happy lot. 


· I John ii. 6. 


, 
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SERl\ION IV. 


O
 THE EVIDENCE 'VHICH EVENTS OF- 
FER FOR CHRISTIANITY 


Behold I bring you good tidings of gl"eat 
joy, that shall be to all the people,jor a 
saviour is horn to !Iou, 'Who is Christ the 
L01
d, ill tliC city of'David. Luke ii. 10, 
11. 


TIllS qu
stion is often and very natural1y 
put-,vhy are infidel philosophers, in their 
anxiety to set asiJe the proofs of revela- 
tion, so earnest to persuaJe the world, that 
there is nothing to look for beyond the, 
grave? Verily, nlY Friends, such a mode 
of proceeding should greatly excite our 
astonishtnent, since it is irreconcilable 
,vith anyone good quality and principle 
of our nature. In direct opposition to 
sound philosophy, it is also contradictory 
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to that philanthropy by which they pro- 
fess to be specially actuated. If Chris- 
tianity tended to any thing but real hap- 
piness in this ,vorld,-if it send and object 
,vere any other than present peace and fe- 
licity hereafter, I think their apology 
Inight then be found. But since it is a 
system of rel1gion, \vhich em braces every 
virtue to the exclusion of every vice,-since 
it essentially leads to happiness, exalts 
the human character, and surpasses in ex:' 
cellence every other that can be devised, 
I am at a loss to name any honest nlotive 
that can possibly influence tbese persons. 
For even in the 5upposition that it ìs a 
delusion, and holds forth a hope of future 
glory that \vill never be realized, where is 
the good of volunteering to blast our ex- 
.pectations, and by tearing this only COID- 
fort frOiD every poor and afflicted indivi- 
dual, leave him in his wretchedness, hope- 
less and forlorn? Is it not to torture hin} 

n his finest feelings, and to deprive hin1 of 
that only stay 'v hich can render life tole- 
N2 


, 



. 
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rable ? Ho\v could \\re exercise a n10re / 
refined cruelty to\vards a distressed anù 
friendless mother, who looked for\vard to 
the termination of her \fOeS in the happy 
retúrn of a darling son from a distant 
clime, than to ten her, your son is buried 
in the \vaves ?- Oh it \vou]d be an unneces- 
sary, a heart breaking officiousness! As it. 
is impossible then to find a good, an ho- 
nest, and a philosophical tnotÎve for the; 
zeal and eagerness \vhich these adversaries 
of revelation dispIay,-\ve must seek for 
one of another description, and I believe 
we shall discover it here. 
When once a man is rashly engaged in 
a cause in ,vhich h.e stakes his all, his rea- 
son soon abandons hinl
 and he beconles 
desperate. The profe
sed infidel, or the 
deistical philosopher, is in this predica- 
ment-for, as I have observed, having once 
volunteered to be the 
nemy of revealed 
religion, he soon perceives that he is risk
 
ing every thing on the event) and that if 
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. 
Christianity be any thing but a delusion, 
]](: is for ever undone.- Therefore since no 
hope of mercy can be reserved for him, 
self-interest inflamed by all the passiolls 
of human nature at once begins to wOlk.- 
His mind is seized with phrensy, and be 
says \vithin himself, I should be the hap.. 
piest Inan in the ,ror1d, could I only 
pro\'e that Christianity Ís a dreanl. For 
then, says Bolingbroke, " the burning 
lake ,viII disappear ;" and another of the 
saUle class, observes in a letter to his 
friend, "that it ,\,'ould save a soul fro01 
" the dismal apprehensions of eternal 
"da1nnation, and relieve a person from 
U labouring. under that uneasiness of 
"mind, ,vhich often he is under ,\'h{ n 
, 
cc pleasure and christianity COBle in COln- 
cc petition."* Here '\7e touch the secret. 


· D'Alernbert, writing to his friend Voltaire, says, U I 
,e consider those very happy who are at Gt'neva, parti(:ularly 
" since they are not obliged to say that the ministers belie\'e 
I. the divinity of Jesus Christ and eternal punishments. "- 
Letter 45. 
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To be sure, if the imagination could possess 
the magical property of annihilating-if 
suppositions could alter the real state of 
things, it would perhaps be proper that 
,ve should all betake ourselves to conjec- 
ture; but since we have good reason to 
doubt, that fancy has any such efficacy, 
I anI rather for .substituting a manly en.. 
<luiry, and tTIust pronounce an opposite 
proceeding the extreme of folly. 
From this concise eÀposition of the 
conduct of infidel philosophers, "re may 
learn why they take so 11111Ch pains to 
oppose the religion of Jesus.-Hence 
,ve 111ay discover ,,,hy they are so eager 
to forln proselytes, and spread their poi- 

onous infection on every side.-Hence 
explain 'rhy they ne\"er scruple about 
the means they enlploy.-To detect theln 
in falsehood
 CalU111ny, and ilnposition, 
Sef\:es but to furnish theln \\7ith an 
occasion for insultingly laughing at 
their O'Vl1 audacity and the stupidit}. of 
other nlen. Nothing conIes anliss to them, 
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if they can only bend it into an argul11ent 
against religion. 1\Iy Friends, to speak 
in stronger language, they are the Inost 
execrable_characters of the human race. 
Leagued against all social happiness, by 
aiming at the destruction of virtue, they 
may be compared to pestilential sinks, 
dangerous to all ,\,ho approach, and objecti 
that should be universally cast from so- 
ciety. - The governnlent that tolerates 
theln deselves to perish, and the country 
that affords then1 an asy IUll1 \vill deserv- 
edly become the stage, on \vhich shall be 
reacted those scenes of desolation and 
horror, \VhlCh have lately astonished Eu- 
rope J and ,vhich are but the result of pre.. 
vious plans, laid and executed by the 
adepts in deistical philosophy *. 'V'as it 


· l\lodern infidels, instead of shewing by their own coa. 
duct that their morality is purer than that of the gospel, ala 
ways refer us for proofs and examples to heroes of former 
ages-and what have they been? \Veak-cowardly-insi.. 
d
ous-dangerous to states-enemies to kings-vicious with 
their pretensions to virtue-believing in a devil, though de.. 
ßJin_i: a 
od -: egotists-suicides. See in Feller's Diet. 
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not a 'V" oItaire and a d'i\.Iembert, ,vho 
I boasted, that in a few years they \\Fould 
c0111pletely undo all that had been effected 
by the t\\'elve \vretches \vho first preached 
Christianity, nlcaning the t\velve apostles*. 


I-list. the artic1es S
lon-Nero-Plato-Stilpo-Vespasian- 
Zeno-Faustus
Cicero-Cato-Seneca-Lucien ;-and for 
more modern times, Jouvenny - Santerel - l\Iontagne - 
Rousseau-Shaftesbury-H ume- Voltaire -Marsais-1\ion- 
tesCJuieu. The retort of an Athenian prostitute accused 
of corrupting youth, is not amiss :-" \Vhat does it signify, 
u Sti1po," said she, "whether I do it, or YOll f" Among 
the ancient philosophers, there is not an exception to be 
found to this sentiment of St. Austin: ., They practised what 
.. they reproved, and worshipped \\ hat they condemned." 
ElJictetus is without comparison the most perfect of the pagan 
t'gotists-anrl why? becau
e he lived thirty. four years after 
Christ.-The 
ubstance of pagan mora1ity' is, to unite our 
hopes and fears within ourselves ;-that of Christianity. to 
refer every thing to the glory of God and the advantage of 
our neighboùr-i. e. momentary subordination and rEsigna- 
tion here, for eternal glory and in dependance hereafter. 
· Letter 66 to d" Alembert, ann. 1760.-" Should not 
these admissions .deter men from reading their works 1 
\V Quid they expose themselves on a platform, where they 
knew a mine \\ as laid for their destruction? The history or 
Voltairt's death, as published by his physician, forms the 
most complete reflllalion possible of his antichristian writ. 
ings.--The same is abo to be said of the antichristian 
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Did not the former declare that he envied 
the men \\Tho should live t
 reap the har... 
vest \vhich his as'3ociates had prepared, and 
see philosophy triunlphing on the ruins of 
religion? 
But if a further testill10ny be necess
ry, 
I ,,,'ill produce the extraordinary produc- 
tion of the great Leibnitz} who clearly 
foresa,v these events a century before they 
arrived. . Speaking of the characters this 
philosophy ,vas to form, he says: "That 
" should they be inclined to be alnbitious, 
" and re-solute, they \vould be capable of 
cc setting fire to the four quarters of the 
" ,vorld; and there have been some, he 
U says, of this telnper, whom death hath 
" ren1oved. I even observe," he continues, 
" that sentiments ,vhich are tainted ,vith 
U these principles are ,rorking by little 


writings of the infidell\Ir. Thomas Paine: see the striking ac- 
count of his death, also published by his physician in America. 
He t who through life had laboured to disseminate amongst hi!; 
British countrymen the horrid principles of his master, Vol. 
taire, died exclaiming: " Lord Jesus. have mercy on me.'
 


o 
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" and Ii ttIe on ßlen ill high life, \\1110 have 
U the direction of others, and by whom 
" affairs are governed; and finding their 
cc \"9ay into fashionable books, dispose all 
'c for that general revolution \\7ith ,'" hich 
" Europe is threatened." And mark, my 
Friend
, the clear discernnlent of this dis- 
tinguished philosopher. "It nlay happen," 
he proceeds, "that t.hose persons \vill ex- 
" perience in thenlselves the evils \vhich 
U they thought \\Tere reserved for others. 
" If a remedy be applied in tiIne to this 
" epide
llic phrensy, of ,rhich the bad ef- 
"fects begin to appear, these conse- 
" quences Inay be pre\"ented; but should 
" they go on increasing, Providence ,viII 
U punish the \vorld ,vith that revolution 
" \vhich it must produce. For although 
U it may always happen, that at the end of 
" the account things nlay turn to the ge.. 
" neral ad van tage, nevertheless this ought 
U not and cannot come to pass, \vithout, 
" the chastisenlent of those \vho havoe con
 
U tributed to it by their crinles*." 


· Essay on the Human Understanding, page 4 2 9-- 
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Such is the testimony ofa Inan \vho died 
in 1716. Oh! my friends, if you were 
but sensible of the horrid tendency of the 
writings and conversations of that band of 
deists to \vhom I allude. you ,vould soouer 
receive the tiger and the serpent into the 
sanctuaries of your families, than alIo\v 
thenl to be contaminated by the breath of 
these de1110nS incarnate. They \vill there 
deposit thtir poison, ,vhich \vorking se- 
cret]y, ,vill perhaps one day lead to the 
perpetration of a crime that shall break a 
husband's or a parent's heart. Whence 
comes it that adultery, seduction, and ge- 
neral prof] igacy are no\v so COnl,1110n, but 
on account of the \vritings of such charac- 
ters as Huule, Bolingbroke and 'T o1taire ? 
vVhence conles it that suicides are so fre- 
quent, but because authors of this des- 
cription are generally read and adolired? 
Yes, parent, it \vas they \vho first instigat- 
ed, they \vho pushed thy child to cOl1l1nit 
the horrid act, to \vhich thou didst concur 
by thus exposing thy offspring. But you 
02 
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ask, nlay ,ve not exalnine their \\"Ol'ks ? 
No, rather expel thern, COnl111it thenl to 
the flanles. Would you exan1Îne a putrid 
carcase, or one diseased ,vi th the plague*' ? 
Let the judgment suffice which Rous
eau 
himself has passed on his brother philoso- 
phers, and let it CODle in aid of all I have 
said on this subjectt: "I have consulted 
cc our philosophers, he says, I have 'perused 
"their books, I have exal11infd tIlci r se- 
'" veral opinions, I' have found them aU 
"proud, positive, and dugluatizing, even 
U in their pretended scepticism, k no\ving 
" every thing, proving nothing, and ridi- 
" culing one another; and this is the only 
" point in ,vhich they concur and in which 
oCt they are right. Daring ,vhen they at- 
"tack, they. defend themselves ,\rithout 
" vigour. If you consider their argu- 
,c. ments, they have none but for destruc- 
cc tion ; if you count their number, each 
"one is reduced to hinlself; they never 



 Acts xix. s'). 


t Emile iii. 2 s. 
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" unite but to dispute; to listen to them 
" \vas not the \ray for Ine to relieve nlyse1f 
" from Iny doubts. I conceived that the 
"insufficiency of the hun1an understand- 
" iog ,vas the first cause of this prodigious 
"diversity of sentiment, and that pride 
",vas the second.-If our philosophers 
" ,vere able to discover truth, \\Thich of 
c' them ,,?ould interest hinlself about it? 
" Each of them kno\vs that his system is 
"not better established than the others, 
" but he supports it, because it is his; 
u there is not one amongst them, \vho corn- 
u iug to distinguish truth froln falsehood, 
c, \vould not prefer his o\rn error to tbe. 
"truth that is discovered by another. 
" \Vhere is the philosopher \v ho for his O\\7n 
"glory \vould not ,villiugly deceive the 
" whole human race? \Vhere is he, \vho in 
" the secret of his heart, proposes any other 
cc object than his o\vn distinction; provided 
"he can but raise himself above the COln- 
"D1onality, proviòed he can eclipse his 
,
 competitors, he has reQched the sun1nlit 
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U of his alnbition. The great thing for 
"him is to think differently from other 
" people. Anlong believers he is an 
"atheist, anlong. atheist& a believer.- 
U Shun then, he says, those, \vho under 
U pretence of eXplaining nature, so\v in 
" the hearts of tnen the most dispiriting 
"doctrines, \vhose scepticisI11 is far more 
u affirnlative and doglnatical than the de- 
" cided tone of their ad versaries. Under 
"pretence of veing theillselves the only 
c, people enlightened, they illlperiously 
U subject us to thcir 1l1agisterial decisions, 
U and \vould fain palIn upon us for the true 
" causes of things, the unintelligible sys- 
.e terns they have built in their o\vn heads. 
et \Vhilst they oyerturn, destroy, and 
"tranlple under foot, all that mankind 
"reveres J snate,h fronl the. attlicted, the 
"only comfort left thenl in their Inisery, 
., fronl the rich and great the only curb 
" that can restrain their passions; tear np 
"frunl the heart a1l remorse of vice, all 
U hopes of virtu
, and still boast them- 
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" sel ves I the benefactors "of mankind. 
U Truth, they say, is never hurtful to man, 
" -I belie'ge that as ,veIl as they; and' the 
"saIne in nlY opinion, is a proof: that 
c, ,vhat they teach is not the truth."* 
l\Iy Friends, indignation has carried me 
further th
n I intended in Iny animadv,er- 
sions 0 n these philosophers, "Thorn I shaH 
DO'V leave, that as I have already vie\\?ed 
Christianity by the light of the prophets, 
we may at present consider it- by the evi- 
dence of events. The first CirCUlTIstances- 
I shall notice
 in attestation of the divine 
character of the crucified Jesus, are the tes- 
timony \vhich the Ron1an soldiers bore to 
his resurrection,-and the hardentd con- 
duct of the chief priests, on that occasion: 
And the p1.iests heing. asse1Jzbled tog'ether 
with the ancients, talâng counsel, gave a 


· This description of our modern philosophers from 
Rousseau, corresponds in every article to Lucien's picture of 
the ancient, and proves to a tittle, that pretensions to mora- 
lity and wisdom have been and will continue the same thro' 
the lapse of time. Vide Article Lucien in Feller's Dict. Hist 
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'rellt S
l1Jl of 1Jlorzey to tile soldiers; say
 
ing, 
'ay you, that his disciples Callle by nig'Jzt 
Dud stole lÛl1Z azvay w/!cn w
 '"{vere asleep*. 
"Truly,'. exclaims St. Austin, "these 
"have out\vitted themselves; \vhat a 
cc Dlistake have you not comulitted, ,vho 
cc ,vished to be so sly ! could you be so 
cc far estranged froln comn1on honesty, 
U and fanliliar \vith deceit, as to tell theIn, 
" say that his disciples canle by night and 
" stole hinl a\vay, \\7hen \\'e were asleep? 
cc 'Vhat! produce sleeping \vitnesses? 
cc Truly ye sleep ,vho can thus out\vit 
H yoursel ves." 
The next event to \vhich I ,viII can your 
attention, is the ilnmediate preaching of 
the gospel throughou t the \vorld. Scarcely 
had Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of 
his 
:ternal Father, than t\vclve poor men. 
no other\\'ise distinguished than as follo\v- 
ers of a crucified leader, conle forth in the 
midst of the great city of Jerusalem, and 


4 l\Iatt. xxviii. 12, 13. 
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1aying aside every consideration \vhich usu. 
al1y influences hun1an nature, proclaim 
aloud to th
. T e\vs as the l\Iessiah, Jesus 
of Nazareth) \VhOnl they had crucified. 
The God tif our fathers hath raised up 
Jesu8 Ziilzo'J1l YOll jJut to death, hanging llim 
flpo/l a tree. Hilll hath God e.:l'alted 'ltJith 
hi8 l
ight-h(Jnd to be Prince and Sa1.,iour, 
to gi"ce repentance to Israel, and 'ren2Ïssiolt 
of sins. And we are 'liJitnesses if all these 
things *. By thus acting in defiance of 
the J en"ish priests and n1agistrates, and 
under the very eyes of Pilate the Ronlan 
go,'ernor, ,vho was hereby in1peached for 
his unjust sentence, they ,rere exposing 
themsel ves to the severi ty of the Ia \V, and 
,vithout friends and protectors, could have 
no reason to expect nlercy frOIn those ,vho 
had so far carried their enmity and cruelty 
to Jesus Christ himselft. Indeed, scourges, 
menaces) and imprisonment, are what they 
are imnlediately to suffer; yet they per. 


· Acts v. 30. 
t See Parsons.s Christian Directory. 
:P 
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si
t, confounding their enen1Ïes by tlleil 
ßliracles, astonishing an J erusalenl by their 
conduct, and within a fe\v days, not\vith- 
standing these discouraging circunl
tances, 
induce rnany thousands to confess the l\Ies- 
siah they had crucified *. Even Saul,. the 
nlost furious of their enelnies, who ,vas 
latrly breathing out t/zreatenilltfsand slaugh- 
ter against the1nt, becanle converted to 
their faith, and iJ11'J'Jlediately..p1"eaclled Jesus 
ill tile synag'of5'ues, that he is tILe 5'011. of 
God j:. N OW', my Brethren, a11 tbis is in- 
explicable by any principle that \ve are ac. 
quainted '\'Îth in human nature, and clear- 
ly indicates that they were urged by the 
ilnpulse of a supernatural moti'ge.-l\Ien 
\vho abandon anò deny their l\Iaster ,rhen 
ali\ye, and die for him after his death, must 
ha,.e been convinced of his resurrection ;- 
u,hile the confession of those \\'ho acknow.. 
ledged hin1 to be the Christ and the Son of 
God, frOIn these same cirCUlllstanCtS, offer 


· Acts ii. 


t Ibid. ix. I. 


f Ibid. vel. 20. 
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the Inost unexceptionable and... po,verful 
testimony of truth ever given by men in 
this ,vorld. 
But ,vhat is most striking in the conduct 
of the apostles, is, tl1at in spite of those 
national prejudices, ,vhich the J e'vs bore 
against every other nation of the \vorld on 
account of their idolatries, these children 
of Israel, forgetting their jealousies, im- 
Inediately prepare to accomplish the pro- 
mises \vhich had been made to .l\braham, 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed*-and going forth from 
Judea, announce to the who]e ,vorIù' re- 
c1en1ption through Jesus Christ. Break- 
ing through e\yery consideration \vhich at- 
taches man to. his country, his family, and 
his home, they Dlake a sacrifice of aU, and 
devote theu1selves to a function the most 
sublime, and till then the most extraordi- 
l1ary, that had 
ver b,een attempted.-- 
Yon are a\vare of the prejudices ,vhich are 


, 
· Gen. xxii. 18. 


p2 
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usua11yentertained against whatever is fo- 
reign ;-\vith then1 ,they had constantly 
I to contend, ,vhilst the corrupt passions. of 
l1unlan tiature, against \vhich th
 religion 
they preached ,vas directly pointed, pre- 
sented an obstac.le f
lr 1TIOre difficlll t to 
overconle. _ Yet be astonished and con- 
found
d, ye infidels, they prevailed-in 
spite of every species of opposition, they 
established Christianity throughout the 
,vorld, and gave her a donlinion \\ hich she 
bas uninterruptedly retained. Idolatry has 
shrunk before her; and though she has not 
extenninatert vice, because she could not 
annihilate tne liberty of lllen, yet she has 
exalted virtue, and nlade her honourable 
e''"en to the \\Ticked. Truly sound then, 
,vas the advice ,vhich Ganlaliel the Phari- 
see gave to the Je\\lish priests respecting 
the apostles: Ye me1/, of [/"rael, said he*, 
take heed to yourselves, zi,hat you intend to 
do as touching these 'lJlell.. For bifore these 
days 'l/zany hat'e appeared having; followers J 


· Acts v. 35- 
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bllt afte1 9 a tiJ1ze they dispersed, and all was 
hrought to nothing. . . . And now, therefore, 
I say to 'you, 1'ifrain front t !lese 'fllen, and 
let tlteJJ
 alone: jor if this councll or this 
rcorlc be of nzell, it Zi)ill (onte to 'Jloug'ht. 
But if it be of God, YOll cannot overthrow 
it. 
When, therefore, my Brethren, \\'e con- 
sider the preaching of the gospel and it3 
effects ;-\\t.hen w'e behold the several na- 
tions of the earth erecting an10ng then1 
the standard of the crucified Jesus, and 
professing the doctrine of his la\'1 ;-\vhen 
,ve observe that long train of priests and 
bishops, \vho have been successively nlinis- 
tering and instructing in every nation of 
the \vorld; --:-when \ve reflect on the vio- 
lent persecutions it has \vithstood, \\Te are 
. forced to admit that these events proclailn 
the Christian religion to be the \\.ork of 
God, and the 
livine blessing protnised to 
all nations in a Messiah. IIere, perhaps, 
an objection might be started, dra\vn fr001 
tbe long standing religions of the l\Iaho.. 
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metans and Hilldoos of India
. The ob- 
jection, ho\vever, is easily overthrown; 


· The lol1owing remarks of Voltaire deserve some little 

ttention. f( In regard to the Indians, let us not forget that 
they hold a terrestrial paradise, and that the human race, for 
abusing the goodness of God, were driven out of this para- 
dise.-'fhe faU of degenerate man is the foundation of the 
tlleology of almost all the nations of antiquity. . . and ,,,that 
is still more singular, is, that the V eda
 of the ancient 
Brachmans teaches that the first rna
 ,\ as Adimo, and the 
first woman Pocriti. Adimo signified Lord-and Pocriti 
meant LJFE, as Heva among the Phenicians anJ the He. 
brew
, also signified Life, or SERPENT.-rrhis conformity 
merits great attention:' (EstJai sur les ì\lænrs, Disc. Pro1.)- 
The different sects and divisions which have been formed in 
toe very bosom of Christianity, rather 
trengthen than weaken 
the faith of a philosopnic mind; since they prove the divine 
foundation on which it must have bpt:n originally established. 
-Could human endeavours prevaif, it must have fallen long 
since.-Schisms and divisions in the Christian Church do not 
arise from the nature of the doctrine of Chriit, but from the 
depraved minds of men, who refuse to listen to his precept.s 
2nd instructions, which breathe nothing but 
élce and cha- 
tity. Yet, where any diversity of opinions be held and pro. 
fessed with an humble spirit, without detriment to peace and 
brotherly love, and without any separation of the Church into 
part
, instead of being repugnant to peaee and charity, thpy 
help more fulty and perft"ctly to discover truth.-Heresies are 
signs of trut11, as countErfeits are of reaìities.-)Iahomet ad- 
mits that 
loStS was a prophet, and that Jesus was the 1\les.. 
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for not only are those religions national, 
and very confined ,vhen viewed compara- 
tively ,vith tbe great Christian Church, 
but are in theillselves so very different, that 
it would be an insult to reason and argu- 
ment, to contrast them. The Christian 
religion has triulnphed over the passions of 
hun1an nature, and it is in this that she 
appears so great. The other o\res every 
thing to the passion
, and is likely to sub- 
sist as long as lllen are found depraved 
I enough to place felicity in their indul- 
gence. IIere also Inay be found the rea- 
son "rhy the J e\vs still refuse to ackno\v.. 
. 
ledge Jesus Christ for the Messiah, th o 1l 
they havoc been in ,.ain expecting another 
froln that time, a period of eighteen hun- 
dred years.-I do not Inean to say, that 
the J eU T is equally gO\gerneu by his pas.. 
sions, as the l\Iahonletan; but I \rill say, 


siah; after which acknowledgment this argument is invinci. 
ble: if Christianity be true, I\lahomet is an impostor -; if 
Christianit y be false, he is not less one because he makes use 
of it to pro\'e his own mi
sion. Vide Alcoran. 
II< Gal. i. .1. 


\ 
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without fear of contradiction, that th 
gospel teaches a 1110rality far abo\'c \\'hat 
he has been accusto111ed to consider the per- 
fection of relig
on. J udaisnl 111ay be consi- 
dered as material Christianity, and Chris- 
tianity defined, spiritualized ,J uclaism. lÒ1- 
tIle laze reas given hy lIJoscs 1 hut Æ7.ace and 
truth CaJJle by Jeslls Cllrist*. 
. rrhe next circunlstance I shall notice, as 
e\Tidence of Christianity, is the cond nct of 
11er l11artyrs t. It 11lust be állo\\'ed by all 
,rho ha\
e read the history of their triul11phs, 
that the constancy they displa) ed \vas not 
the ll1ad folly of enthusiasts.-They 111ade 
not religion contetnptible, \\7hilst they suf- 
fered on its account, nor braved the ter- 
rors of a violent death w'ith a fanatical ob- 
stinacy, glorJing in themselves, and \vith- 
Qut a 111otive-but patient1y and hunlbly 
depending for strength on God, the
1' 


,. John i. 17. 
t The martyrs were educated in prejudices opposite to- 
Imd numbers of them had even persecuted the religion. for 
","hich they finally shed their blood. 
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cheerfully ,vent to execution, and bore 
their torments \vith that cool fortitude 
,rhich has never been exhibited in any 
other cause. Virgins, forgetting the ti- 
nlidity of their sex, have in the presence of 
racks, s\vords, and fire, confessed the di- 
l'inity of that Jesus \\7ho suftèred for the 
,vorld.-Rejecting every ,vorldly telnp- 
tation, and displaying the most heroic vir- 
tues, they laid do\vn their lives for the 
faith of Jesus Christ-nobly triulnphing 
over nature and the studied cruelty of their 
executioners. rro count the nUlllber of 
these ill ustrious heroines, to tell the mil- 
lions in every rank and class, \vho in every 
country have generously sealed the testi- 
mony of Christianity in their blood, \vould 
be inlpossible. - Nor can the constancy 
and readiness \rith \vhich they suffered- 
the assurance they manifested in their ex.. 
pectation of a cro\vn of glory, and the con- 
versions \vhich ensued, be vie\ved any 
other\vise, than as so n1any undeniable at..-; 
testations of the divine character of the 
- - 
Q 


, 


, 
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Christian Religion. For though it be 
true, that fanatics \vill often åssunle the 
resolution of 111artyrs, and 111istake obsti- 
nacy for constancy, thus exhibiting to the 
,rorld a fault instead of a virtue, yet ,\'hen 
,\'e exaln ine the ranks of our Chris tian he- 
roes, so InatlY are found distinguished for 
every acco111plislHl1ent of filind and heart, 
that it is ilnpossible to refuse thenl the 
glory of haying persisted to the end, fron1 
the noblest uloti ves. 
rrhe next point in evidence that I ,,,ill 
cl.dd lice, shall be, the hOlnage that has been' 
done to Christianity by the great, the pow.... 
crfu1, and the learned. \Vhate\yer n1a)" 
be the influence of persuasion and exalnple, 
on the interior classes of tnen, it \rill be 
acltnitt.ed, that those \\,ho are exalted to 
an independent station, 
nd possess an un
 
derstanding enriched \\lith knowledge, are 
secure fron} the reach of such vulgar pre.. 
judices, and qua1ified 'to pass an honourable 
and a rational decision. I t is to these, 
then, tbat I appeal, ,vho ÎUl1UI11crable In 
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every age and civilized nation, have borne 
such distinguished testitnony, in favour of 
Christianity.- l{ings and \varriors, philoso- 
phers and politicians, enlinent in theìr 
se'.eral stations, ha\ge gloried 1110re in the 
character of a follo\ver of Christ, than in 
the honours derived from the situations 
,vhich they filled; and long since \vould 
thousands have been forgotten, had not 
tbe fanle 
f their christian virtues de- 
scended to posterity. Even if \\'e take a 
vie\\' of the christian ,vorld in this l
cen- 
tious age, how l11any shaH ,ve not discover 
,rhose virtues, rank, and learning, reflect 
a 1ustre on the religion they profess. True 
it is, on \vhich ever side \ve CQst our eyes
 
the number of those ,rho live in open vio- 
lation of its principies is very great ;-nor 
,,,"ould the gospel be true \vere it otherw'ise. 
Yet anliJ the general depravity 1 there ar
 
some \vho stem the torrent of baJ exanlple; 
and through the sharles of corruption and 
yice, beam a light of sauctity.-Several 
eq ually conspicuous for the practice of th
 
Q 2 
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gospel, as for their \vorldJy endO\Vlnents, 
give glory to the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and delTIOnstrate the truth of his \vords,- 
Many are called, hutfew are clzoscn*. 
Hitherto I have 110t ad\"el"ted to the su- 
pernatural evidence of signs and miracles, 
which have been constantly employed as 

ivine attestations of Christianity, and to 
which an historical reference nlay be nlade 
in every age of the church. Tinle ,viII 
not allo\v ñle here to insist upon any ill 
particular, but they seem .invariably to 
be the honours attendant on heroical 
virtue and great apostolicallabours. They 
forn1 a continuation of the miracles of 
l\loses J of the prophets, and of Jesus 
Christ, and are 'v hat our di\yine Saviour 
hilnsel
 has declared should be the mark 
of the religion \"hich he revealed.- Be- 
sides; in further proo
 that they are 
not the deeds of in1position and fraud, we 
may observe, that they are never attributed 



 Matt. xxii. I 
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to any, but those \vho have been exanlp1es 
of profound humility and great sanctity of 
111anners. I could instance a Xa\"erius, in 
the Indies; and in Europe I could instanc.e 
nUlnbers. The credulity of .nlen, and 
their accounts of pretended 111iracles, of- 
ten urged in argument against the reality 
of any miracle ,vhatever, rather tend to 
establish their existence, by sho\ving them ' 
to be conformaable to the general op1nion 
of Inankin
, and <?nly prove, that in some 
rnstances 11len have too readily lent their 
assent to ,vhat ,vas not sufficiently authen- 
ticated. For if anyone ,viII take the pains 
to exanline the evidence on \vbich many of 
them are credited. he \vill find as much 
· reason for admitting them, as any other 
event in history, or anecdote of the day. 
The last cÌrCU111stances to \\,hich I shall 
direct your attention, as evidence of the 
arri val of the l\Iessiah
, in the person of 


..!' The sentence of the prophet Osee, The cltildren qf Is- 
rael s;hall sit witlUlut a king. without a prince, It:tthout a sucri. 
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Christ, are the irnll1ediate dissolution of 
the je\vish church, and the dispersion of 
that people through all the nations of the 
earth. Scarcely had that ,vicked people 
uttered their inlprecation, let his blood' he 
upon us and upon our clzildrell*, than the 
po\ver of l{ome.is called to be the signal 
instrulncnt of divine ,.engeance, and a 
ROlnan arnlY lays \raste their coun try 
,vith fire and s\yord.-J erusaIeOl is besieg- 
ed and sacked, and its splendid tenlple 
razed to the ground; and to fulfil tbe 
prophecyt, not a ð'tOllC is leJl upon a ð'tOllt: to 
" 


fiee, and witlzout an altart, receives. a striking confirmation 
from the hand of G9d, in testimony ofChri:;ti3nity. from the 
following circumstances :-\rhen this astonishing peopte 
had theIr kings, th
ir prophets, and their temple, they were 
always attempting to mix with other nations, and to adopt 
their religion; since their dispersion, they obstinately perse- 
vere in adhering to their own-continually oppressed, but 
Dot yet annihilateù, they wander like Cain, smeared with 
the blood of innocence,-bl1t marked with the 6nge( of thç 
Omnipotent; that u:hosr-ever jiJund hi.m s/zould 1Iot killltim!. 
'It l\latt. xxvii. :z 5. 
t This prophecy was completed by tbe Emperor Julian... 
See But1cr
s Life of St. Cyril, !\Iarch 18th. 

 Osee iii. 
. Gen. i v. 15. 
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he ret1loved. * Far Inore conlplete is the last 
desolation of Sion, than it 'vas in the 
captivity of Babylon.- Then her race 
.of kings, and her priesthood "rere pre- 
ser,"ed to her, ,vhich are no\v extinct. 
-rrhen her tribes were distinguished 
,vhich are no\v confounded.- "Then trans- 
ported into one kingdom, her people 
\\yere respected by their enenlÎes alH! 
governed Ly their O\\Yl1 la \v; \vhereas 
for eighteen hundred years, are they scat- 
tered like dust through flll the nations 
of the universe, \vithout protection, ,vith- 
out la\v, the scorn, the reproach, and 
the outcast of mankind. i\nd ,,-hy aU 
this, ye sons of J ucla? no prophet of 
consolation rises amongst 
'ou-no 
'ic- 
tin1 is slain,-ye seem a people \\rhOln 
heaven has abandoned. The God of 
your fathers is adored by the Gentiles, 
-the priesthood of Aaron l1as gi,-en 
place to the priesthood of :\lelchisedech. 
-incense smokes upon our altars to the 


· 
fatt. xxi". 2. 
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Eternal, and a ne\v victio1 is sacrifi- 
ced 
 !! l\ly Brethre
, this extraordinary 
change in the CirCUJ11stances of the 
J e\vs and Gentiles, 
ince the death of 
(J]rist, farIns a stri
ing and standing 
miracle, for \vhich no hunlan reason can 
account, and is by itself testimony suf.. 
ficient to con,'ince the ,vorld that Jesus 
Christ \\'as the eternal Son of God. 
'Therefore satisfied ,\,ith this chain of 
facts, \vhich joined "7ith the evidence 
of the prophets forn18 a body of testi- 
n10ny for Christianity, that must it:Ifallib1y 
secure eyery upright and virtuous nlind 
against all doubt and anxiety, let us as- 
cend to Gad, hi nlself, their divine author, 
as to the ultinlate motive of credibility
, 
and thus confidently reposing in his pro- 
n)Ìses and designs, patiently expect the. 
last scene, \\'hich is to unfold the great 
yie\vs of his pro
'iden('e, and in \vhich 've 
shall recei ve that cro\vn of glory \\'hicb 
shall never fail. ....1.1nen. 
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SERMON V. 


OY THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


JeSllS Christ heing in. the forl1z of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal rvitlt 
God, but debased himself, taking tile form 
of a servant, being rnade in the likeness 
of men, and in fashion .found as a rllan. 
He /turnbled hirnself, hecorning obedient 
unto death, even the deatlt of the Cl"OSS. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
, 


*N OTHING is more calculated to strike 
with astonishment an observing and phi- 


· I should wish to speak on the Trinity and divine incar- 
nation of Jesus Christ; but how can 1 explain what I do not 
comprehend ?- They are mysteries, and as long as they re- 
main such, must be incomprehensible.- Yet I can assent to 
them as incomprehensible truths-as I assent to many others 
in nat.ure. I believe, for instance, that matter was created- 
bHt how, I know not.-I believe that the corn grows from the 
seel!-but how, 1 cannot tell.-In the same manner, I can be- 
lieve that three distinct divine Persons, proceeding from (,8eh 
R 
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losophic nlind, than the difference of im- 
pression ,vhich the evidence of religion 


other, by an eternal progression, and in an identity of nature 
:md essence consubstantial with each other, constitute that 
Supreme Being we call GOD.-!\loreover, that the second 
Person of this sacred Trinity, begotten by an eternal genera. 
tion, assumed in time the nature of man, without detriment 
to his divinity i-yet the moment I attempt to comprehend 
and unfold the wysteries which are here involved, 1 advance 
beyond my depth, and am lost in infinity.--The compari- 
son used by a poor Indian to justify his beliefin the Trinity. 
when accosted by an antichristian philosopher, is worthy the 
w notice of many others who pretend to wisdom.- The philo- 
sopher asked him how he could believe that the Father, the 
Son, and the I-Ioly Ghost, are each God, and yet admit but 
one God. 'Vhy, replied the Indian, what is rain? Water. 
said the other.-And what is snow? Water.-And what is 
ice? \Vater.-Cannot I then believe in God what you ad. 
mit in nature? 
rl'he several passages of scripture which are urged by the 
adversaries of the rrrinity, as tlte Father is greater tha.", 1-. 
-at what day and hour no man knoweth. neitller tl,e angds Ï1& 
, 
heaven, nor the Son, b14.t tlie Fatltert, are only perplexing to 
those who forget to distinguish between Jesus Christ as l\lan. 
and Jesus Christ as Gml.-Every argument and proof which 

stablishes the divinity of Jesus Christ, estab1ishes the Trinity. 
-Nothing can be more false or unfair than the writings of 
1\1r. Gibbon on this subject. Bishop Bun's Defence of the 
Faith is an excel1cnt work, as also Barnard's DivInity of 
Jestls Christ. 
· John xiv. IS. t Mark xiii. 32. 
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produces in the ,vorld. 'Vas Christianity 
the religion of enthusiasts, did a mad fana- 
ticisn1 reign throughout, an explanation 
might easily be found in the varied con- 
formation of the human TIlind. But since 
the reverse is obvious-since learning, 
talents, and sound judgnlent, form the 
qualifications of the believer as ,veIl as un- 
believer, Jet a philosophic reaso
 be given 
,vhy the educated Deist rejects the faith 
and religion of J esus Christ
 ,,,hich the in- 
structed Christian from principle pro- 
fesses ; and 'v hy the one strenuously op- 
poses a testinlony ,vhich the other readily 
admits, and is ready to seal ,vith his blood. 
I t is of this question that I demand a phi- 
losophical elucidation, or a satisfactory 
reason why there should exist such a con- 
tradictory result. \Vill it be said that our 
minds are differently constituted and en- 
do,ved ?- the case supposes them to be 
equally enriched by nature and art. Will 
it be said that either one or the other has 
acted ,vithout a motive, and against h
s 
R2 


. 
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judgment ?-both profess to be directed 
by the best of motives, that of reason and 
conviction. 
Here, therefore, is a difficulty ,vhich I 
believe I may defy philosophy to explain. 
Let religion, then, solve ,vhat philosophy 
cannot ;-let her for once be heard in her 
O\Vn cause. It is in the passions and 
vices of our species that \\re shall dis- 
cover the reason ;-it is they \vhich, by 
first influencing the \vil1, corrupt the 
understanding. Religion is readily elu- 
braced by those ,vho håve freedom of 
election; but \vhen the passions domi- 
neer, the hun1an Inind is degraded to a 
state of slavery, and, instead of acting 
from a pure and noble principle, becomes 
the most abject and servile flatterer. 
They aclnlit no other independence in the 
person, than such as does not interfere 
\vith that dOll1il1ion which they have ac- 
quired; a stntiment continually urged by 
the Fathers: "A corrupted heart," says 
St. Austin, "may see the truth, but can 
" never like it, or find it amiable." It is 
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to no purpose tllat you enlighten and in- 
struct yourselves, if YOll
 doubts are in 
your passions.-Re1igion \vill be clear, 
when you shall become chaste, temperate, 
and just; and you "till have faith, ,vhen 
you shall cease to have vice. Religion, 
my Friends, is not the fruit of conten- 
tions and disputes, not of learning, and an 
ostentatious display of argument, but of 
innocence, prayer, and an humble confi.. 
dence in God. And the 'ti)orld shall he 
judged, that is, condelnned, said Jesus 
Christ; Because the light is C01ne into the 

iJorld, and men lo",'ed darkness, 'ratller tllan 
the fig'ht; for thei1- zv01
lcs '{f)ere evil. For 
etz:ery one tltat dot!z e"Cil hatetlz tlze light, 
and cO'J1zeth not to the light, that his 71:o1'"ks 
fllay '/lot he reproved. But he illat dotlz [1"L.,III. 
cO'lneth . to the light, that his 'li'OTks '/71ay be 
'J7Zadelllanijèst, because they are done ill God*. 
It is but in justice, therefore, to truth 
and religion, that in distinguishing these 
characters, \ve I11ark those, ,\'ho are thus 
morally disqualified frOlll receiving the 
· John iii. 19, 20, 21. 


. 



]
2 


doctrine \""e preach. The point I intend to 
enforce, this day, is the divinity of that 
sanle Jesus Christ ,\,ho suffered for the 
,vorld. The proofs I shall adduce ,viII be 
clear, positive, and \vholly sufficient for 
those \vho possess a virtuous heart, and un- 
corrupted mind. But for the conviction of 
the vicious, for the satisfaction of the proud, 
I plainly declare, they ,viII not suffice.-On 
then1 alone ,vc can expect to l11ake no im- 
pression :-\\'e 111ay confound, but ,ve shaH 
ne\'er convert thenl.-We Inay detect all 
their sophisnls, and Itave then1 \vithout an 
ans\rer, but shall never induce them to 
confess, that the crucified Jesus is the on1y 
begotten Son of God. TIle Jews ask for 
sig'llS, says the apostle, and the Greeks seek 
, aj'ter 'lcisdonl, but Zi'e jJ1"eaclz Je
'llS Christ 
crucified, a stlllllblillg' block to the Jervs J and 
It folly to the Gentiles, * 
The philosophers of Inodern, like those of 
ancient date, recoil from a religion\vhich con- 
founds their \risdonl, hun1bJes their pride, 
and restrains those passions they are so ea.... 


1 Cor i. 22. 
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ger to indulge. Interested in the opposition 
they make, they decry Christianity, because 
they kno\v Christianity has condemned 
them :-they reject the scriptures, because 
in every page they read the sentence pro- 
nounced against them :-they ridicule the 
cross of Christ as a folly, because it is the sign 
of their eternal reprobation. Name me the 
instructed individual, \vho professes to òeny 
the divine character of Jesus Christ, and is 
anhumble, chaste, and virtuous nlan-,vhose 
soul has never been defiled by vice, and I 
,yilt go to the end of the earth, to behold 
that n1iracle, that prodigy of nature. Shall 
we say it of a Bolingbroke, a RUIne, or the 
other deistical \\'riters of our o\vn country? 
Shall \ve say it of a Socinus and a Voltaire, 
and the antagonists of Christianity on the 
Continent? Have any of then1 been spok- 
en of as Inen of virtue? I-lave they not 
been for the Inost part i nfalTIOUS for their 
lives, and the apologists for vice? 
Indeed, my Brethren, it is often difficult 
for us to uncover the secret corruption of a 
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private life ;-it often happens that a vicious 
heart renlains concealed fron} public no- 
tice*; but in the last scene of their career, 
their real character is fully displayed, and 
at the approach of death, \\'e are n10stly 
able to fùrnl a true judglnent of these 
deists. 'Vhile the confidence of the 
fervent Christia'n beconlfs strengthened, as 
J1e dra\\'s near to his end, the boldness of 
the infidel abandons him-his tnind is agi- 
tated, black despair is seated in his coun- 
tenance, and Judas like he elnploys, if he 
can, his o,vn violent hand to terminaté his 
existence',.. Such is the solution of the 
problenl of infidelity, such is the death of 
the deist, and it is alone, to the \vide diffu- 
sÌon of the principles of Deism, that \\'e 
D1ay ascribe the s\relling lists of suicides, 


.. U The only thing for us," wrote Voltaire, U is to de. 
dare ourselves better Christians than those who accuse us of 
not being Chri
tians." Letter lxxxi to d'Alembert. 
t Such were the continual terrors which haunted the 
n1Ïnùs of Mr. Hobbs and 
1:r. Thomas Paine, that for many 
y

us before their deaths, they would never allow themselves 
to be left alone either night or day. 
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,rhich almost òaily disgraces every walk of 
life. 
In pro'9ing to you the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, I shall not pretend to go deep 
nto 
the mystery, or attelnpt to explain it in a 
lnanner that nlight satisfy the eager curio- 
sity of your reason,-the task \vould be 
too nluch even for an angel, and I ollght 
as soon attelnpt to tell you \vhat is God. I 
shall, therefore, SiOlply lay before you, 
the proofs of h
s hU111an and divine na- 
tures, and having established both, leave it 
for your faith to assent to tbe mysterious 
union, though your understandings be UIl- 
equal to comprehend it. The argUt11ent \rill 
be the saIne, that proves the presence and 
union of body and sou] in Ulan. 1 observe 
in hil11, for instance, the operations of a 
body; he respires, eats, speaks and moves; 
I also observe in hinl, the operations of a 
spiritual soul; he thinks, reasons, and re- 
menluers; therefore, I çonclude \vithout 
doubt, that he has a body and a soul, 
united ill the same .person, since they 
8 



 


... 
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never ac t but together, though I an1 at a 
loss to understand ho\v this union is ef- 
fected. . And this argU111ent will clearly 
expose the fony of those who oppose the 
union of the divine and hUlnan natures in 
the person of J eStiS Christ, on the n1ighty 
reason that they cannot conceive the rnys- 
tery. .L\8 \rell 111ay they COl1le for\\'ard and 
tel) us, \\re are nlen \\'ithout souts, because 
they cannot conceive ho\v matter and spirit 
should ever be united. And thanks to our 
infidel '\
riters, I suppose it \vas in this pro.. 
fundity uf \visdoI11, that one of the most 
enlinent statesmen* this country ever pro- 
duced, l
tely on his death-bed '''
as led to 
ask his intin1ate f. icnd, if he really believ- 
ed I11an had a sou1. I co}!fess to the Father, 
lord of lze.1'cen and earth, that if these 
thing's are concealed.froul tlie tt.,ise and pru- 
dent tholt hast revealed them to little onest. 
Before I proceed, I conceive nlyself 
jl1stitìed in putting t\VO siulple questions, 


· l\Ir. Charles Fox. 
t Luk.e x. 21. 



. 
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,vhich are: ,vhether you ,vill adnlit the 
testinlony of men, as authority sufficient 
for believing facts-and whether any 
particular except ion is to be Inade to the 
prejudice of this evidence, \\lhen facts be- 
C0111e proofs. of Christianity? If, in the 
lan
uage of 1\lr. I-Iul11e, you ans\\'er tne, 
tlLt.t the testinlony of IJlen furnishes no cer- 
titude ,vhate\7er, thEn I think it ,rill be 
advisable for Ine at once to thro\v off the 
character of a <. -'hristian preacher, and for 
you to c01l1mit your libraries to the flanles ; 
since your answer tends to dissolve society 
itself: and to relllit you to a state of sa- 
vage barbarism, 1110re savage than that in 
,vhich any nation of the earth is 'found. 
It: on the other hand, yon tell me, that 
credit is alone to be refused to their testi- 
Dlony, \vhen they attenlpt to establish a 
supernatural fàct, because such is inadlnis... 
sible by its very nature, I 1TIUst reply, that 
though this be cOITIpletely begging the 
question, yet supposing the existence of 
God, I c'onceive men as qualified to give 
s 2 
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testil1l0ny of a supernatural fact, as of one 
that is strictly natural ;-and consequently 
as there is an equal nlotive' for assenting to 
each, to each is due an equal creùit. Thus, 
nlY Brethren, if the indefective testinlony 
of Inen be sufficient to certify the existence 
and the death of Lazarus, the saIne inde- 
fective testitnony is equally able to certify, 
that this idel
tical Lazarus was nliJ
aculously 
raised frolu the dead by a prophet of God, 
_. after he bad Jain corrupted four days in 
his tomb :-and, if hunlan evidence can 
certify to I11C, that the Ulan Jesus Christ 
,vas crucified and buried, this sarr1e evi- 
dence can also certify to ßle, that he after- 
\varùs ascenùed into heaven, in the pre- 
sence of nlany, asserting himself to be the 
Saviour of the \\'orld, and the Son of God. 
I ,,,ill obser\?e then, on the whole ev idence, 
,rhich relates to the person of Jesus Christ, 
that ne\?er \vas testilllony lllore c0l11plete 
and satisfactory, never more positi ve, ne- 
ver Inore consonant, than that \vhicÌ1 is 
given by the prophets and evangelists, by 
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history, and the events which come imn1e- 
diately under our o\vn observation*. The 
conclusion, therefore is, that if ever \ve are 
to adnllt human testinlony at all, \\'e must 
in preference recei ve it here, and that if \\'e 
rej ect the' facts ,rhich it has recorded, 


o . Infidels say, that the facts, proofs, and events, which 
arc employed to establish ChristianÏty, are the mere effect of 
chance, and might have existed independently of the christian 
scheme of redemption. - In the same manner, materialists 
say, tltétt the universe, and that noble being 
lAN, might have 
been the result of a fortuitous meeting.of atoms) which by 
some secret chemical process settled in the present order of 
things, much in the same way as the nightly dews are con- 
densed upon our windows in a frosty temperature of the at. 
nlosphere.-But though it be pos
ib\e, that some irregular 
substances, such as a block of marble might be formed after 
this mode.. can anyone conceive it pos
ible, that the whole 
universe, with all the animal creation, could have been thus 
brought into existence? Oh Philosophy! where is thy wis. 
dom? In the same manner, though the facts, proofs, and 
events, which speak for the revea:ed system of redemption, be 
individua\ly 8usceptible of a d!ffl 4 rent interpretation from that 
which is at present given them by Christians, yet, when we 
observe, how thty all bear upon and help to e;;tablish the 
same object, it is tqually Incoilceivable bow an infidel can be 
(ound to ma;ntr..in that such a combination of circumstances 
could ha\Oe btcU any thing but divine ordination. 
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there are none on \vhich we can consistent- 
]y rely. 
As my object, on this occasion, is prin- 
cipally to establish the divine character of 
Jesus Christ, it ,viH be sufficient for me, 
in proving his human nat ure, to observ'e, 
that as he distinctly declared himself the 
Son of l\Ian,-as he exhibited all the ope- 
rations of a hurnan boùy and sou1.-as he 
grc\v up froln infancy, lived and died like 
the other children of i\.tlalll, it lTIUst be 
concluded that Jesus Christ \\7as truly luan, 
})aving a body and soul like one of us,. It 
\viH be unnecessary, then, for me to d \rell 
any longer on this point, since his sacred 
divinity is no\v the object of our attention; 
_ in pro\'ing \\' hich J I shail silnply eU1ploy 
the evidence of scripture, and the evidence 
of his nliracle
. Indepenùently of those 
transcendant qualifications and sublime 
endO\\'l11ents, ,rhich the sacred scriptures 
throughout attribute to this Son of David, 
there are S0l11e passages \vhich deserve a 
1110re particular notice} since they po- 
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sitivelyand formally attest the divinity 01 
the l\Iessiah. 
I 
In the first place, then, I \vish you to ob- 
serve, that the term Jehovah is a Hebre\v 
,vord, never used but to express the great 
God, Creator of heaven and earth. J E- 
HOV AH, says the prophet J eren1iah, is the 
true God, he is the living God, and an ever- 
lasting being *. And David exclain1s: 
Tl10u whose nanze alone is J EHOV AH, 01"t 
the 'Jnost high ove1' all the ea1'1tlz. And 
though in our lllodern languages \ve are 
forced to substitute a less deterlninate ex- 
pression, such as Lord, yet it nlust ahvays 
bear the precise sense of the original, J e- 
hovah, ,vhich both J e\vs and Christians ac- 
kno\vledge to be incommunicable to a
y 
being but the eternal God. And so great 
is the J e\vish respect for this ,rord, that 
tI1e)"' ,viH not even suffer their lips to pro- 
nounce it, but ,,, henever it occurs in 
reading>> they use the expression Adonai in 


· Jer.x. 10. 



.. 
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its place. N O\V, IllY Brethren, if \ve' can 
sho\v that the l\Iessiah, \\Tho was promised 
to the J e\vs, is "often sty led by the pro- 
phets J eho\"rah, \re shaH prove. that the 
l\Iessiah \\'as pointed out by the prophets 
as' a divine person, the Lord God of hea- 
ven and earth. In the prophecy of J ere- 
Dliah \\'e ì.ead*: Behold the days C01ne, saith 
Jeho"oah, that I will raise up to David a 
rig,!zteous branch;}- and a king shall reip,'n 
and shall be '[Dise, and shall e..recute judg- 
l1lGnt and just ice in the earth. In these 
days Jada shall be saved, and .Is1 9 ael shall 
dicell cOJif!dently;}- and tlLÎs is the nallze 
zi,l1ic!t they shall call hinl, JEHOVAH OUR 
Jus T 0 
 E. 
In the prophecy of Zachariast ,ve also 
read: Sing praise, and rejoice, oil daugh- 
ter qf S"ion : .f or lv I conze, and ,,{t"ill dwell in 
the uzidst of thee, saith J EHOV AU. And 
'lllilJlY nations shall be joined to J Eli 0 V AU 
in tliat day, and shall be 'IllY people: and I 


- 


· JeT. xxiii. 5- 


t Zach. ii. 10. 
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will dwell in the l1zidst of thee, and thou 
shalt lino'lÐ that the Lord of Hosts Ilath aellt 
1/le unto t liee. 
III the book of the prophet Osee*, J eho- 
vah speaks and says: I'tvill no 'Jllore have 
'Jllercy upon the Ilouse of Israel, but 1 'Will 
utterly jorget tlze17l. And I will have mer- 
cy upon tlte house of Juda, and 'tvill save 
t/zelll by J EHOV All their God. 
Again in the prophecy of Zacharias t: I 
will strengthen thenz in J EHOV AH, and they 
\ 

'hall u'alk in his name, saith J EHOV AH. 
No\v, my Breth.en, 
ompare these pas- 
sages \vith the t\VO foHowing, ,vhich I 
shall extract frotn the prophet Isaiah t : 
A child is born to us, and a son is g'iven to 
us, and the goverll1nent is upon his shoul- 
der; and his nallle shall be called llTonder- 
jul, Counsellor, God the lJIightYJ the Father 
of tlte world to C01Jze, the Prince of Peace. 
The sanle prophet \vrites
: Thus saith 
Jelzo.calt: Men of stútllre shall come ovel" 


Osee i. 6. t Zach. x. 2. t Isa. ix. 6. ; lb. xlv. 15. 
T 



'\ 
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unto thee, and they shall be tJlillf; they 
shall iDalle after thee, in chains they shall 
coniC OTer; fL.nd they 
ihall 'It'orship thee, 
they shal11nalte supplicatioJlll17to thee 
. only 
ill, thee is (;od, and there is 110 God beside 
thee. Verily thou art II hidden God, the 
God 0/' Ið'rael, the Sa'l.'iour. The sanle is 
also signified by the Royal Psalnlist, when 
ad verting to the l\Iessiah *: his everlasting 
Icing'dorn-his etel
nal tln"olle-his genera- 
tiun btjòre tIle day star-llÍs scat at the 
right-hand qf God-llis ado1'ation hy all 
llations and ang'els, are expressions, ,\'hich 
. can never be applied to any but a divine 
person, and that this person is also cloath- 
eel in huulan nature, is evident froln the 
context. 
IIaving laid hefore you this evidence of 
the prophets) ,re \\7ill 1l0\V proceed to the 
evangelists. It is \\"ell knOVlU that the 
apostle St. John sat do\vn to \\rrite the 
gospel of Jesus Christ for the express pur- 



 Ps. Ixxi. 44. xcvi. log. 
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pose of provIng his divinity>> He thus 
sublinlely opens: In the beginning ''iiYIS the 
11 7 01Y/, and the lVord teas "{f. itlz God,. and the 
lVord was God. And the TI 7 0rd tfas 171ade 
flesh and dwelt ar/longst us, (and Zi'e saëtJ 
his glo1:!, the g'lory as it ,i'ere of the only 
be
'otten of the Father) full of grace and 
truth. For the larD "{(.;'as gi'cen by JJ/OSES, 
but grace and truth Ca1Jle by Jesus Christ. 
l\ly Brethren, as you observe, I nlake 
110 con1ments on these texts, \vhich speak 
for themselves to an hU1l1ble and an honest 
mind. For the proud, the impious, and 
tIle un
haste, I fear they \\,ill not suffice. 
There are many other passages in the Ne\v 
Te
tament, \vhich clearly indicate the di- . 
yinity of Jesus Christ hidden under the 
fonn of man. In St l\latthe\v \\:e read 
that Jesus Christ put this question to his 
apostles *: fJ7/Z011l do men say that the 5'on 
oj ]J[an is? But they said: S0112e John tILe 


4- 


· l\latt. xvi. I
. 
T
 


. 
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Baptist, and otlzer some Elias, and others 
Jerelnias, 01" oue of the prophets. Jesus 
saitll to tl,em: But 'll'hom do you say that I 
al11? Si1non Peter answered and said: 
Tholl art Jeslls Christ, t!Ze Son of the living 
God. And Jeslls flnslf'ering, said to hinz: 
Blessed art thOll, SÏ1non Bar-Jona; because 
flesh and blood !Zath '/lot revealed it to thee, 
but nzy ]lather WllO is in heaven. 
'The same is also evident fron} the \vhole 
of the fifth chapter of St. John, "'herein 
Jesus Christ labours to she\v the J e\vs, ho\v 
in his nature he is identified \vith God tlíe 
}'ather*. Amen I say unto you, the Son 
cannot do. any tiling hilnse!l but what lle sees 
the Fatlzer doing. F01
 '"{chat things soever 
he dotlz, these the 5 1 012 also doth in like 'JJlan- 
llC1-. And in the tenth chapter of the sanle 
evangelist \\'e observe the repetition of this .. 
declaration, as a
so the sense in \\-,hich the 
J e\vs understood his ,vords t: I and the 
Father {Ire one, said he. The Je,i)s then 


.. St. John v. 19- 


t J b. ver. 30. 
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took up stones to stone hil1Z. JeSllS answer- 
ed the171: .JIt1uy good works I ha1)e sllewed 
YOll jro'fJz 11lY Father; .f or which of t!lose 
zoorks do you stone vie? 1'he Jews ansu'e'red 
llÌ1n: For a good "liJork tce stone thee not, 
· hut for blasphemy, and because tltat thou, 
beillg; a 
.J.an, makest tlz
1Jse!J' God. Be- 
sides, upon ,,,,hat other charge did the 
J e\vs ground the sentence of his condem- 
nation to the cross *?-His expiring ,vith 
a supernatural effort produced this testi- 
mony from the mouth of a pagan: This 
man indeed ''If)aS the ð'on of Godt. 
I ha\Te already adduc.ed the testinlony 
of St. Paul, \\
hose Epistle to. the Philip.. 
pians \vas \vritten many years before St. 
John COJllposed his Gospe), and conse- 
quently is evidence of the early faith of 
the church on this nlatter. I shall no\v 
close this great body of scriptural proof by 
one text of this saIne apostle froln his Epis- 
tle to the Ronlans t. Frol1l ÒUl' fathers, 


* l\Iatt. "xvi. 63. 1\Jarkxv.61. Luke xxii. 7 1 . John 
xix. 7. t I\-Iark xv. 39. 
 Rom. ix. 5. 
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he '\'Tites, c01netll Jeslls Christ according io 
the flesh, w/to is God over all, hleðsed fO]'" 
ever. 
l\Iy Brethren, I ha,"e before noticed to 
you, that the J e\\'s objected as blasphemy 
to Jesus Christ, his styling hilnself God; 
,,'hich objection he immediately nlet, by 
she\ving th
nl pow' to distinguish betw'een 
him \\rho ,vas not., and hi [n ,vho proved 
himself to be a blasphenler. Is it not, 
said he*, 'tl'ritten in your la;o, I sai,d you 
al
e gods? .lj' he called them gods to ti'lzonJ 
the '(fjord lIf .God '{i'as spoken, and tlte scrip.. 
ture Cllnnot be hroken,. do you say lIf lzÌ1n 

iJhOln the Father hath sanctified and sent in- 
to the 'It'orld, tholf, bl([splzeJJle
.t, because I 

aid I anz the I.
vn of God? 1./. I do not the 
7t'01'/tS C!f my Father, beliet'e 'Ille not; but if 
I do, tho' YOlt will not belier.:e l1ze, believe the 
works,. that YOlt 'l7l0..1J kllO'(V that tile Fatller 
is in 'l71e, and I in the Father. It is the 
Iniracles \vhich Jesus Christ "'fought 
\vhich stand in attestation of the truth of 


· John x. 34. xiv. 9. 
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these declarations, and \rhich secure the 
mind of the Christian against. the very 
shado\v of a doubt. They are so essenti- 
ally inlportant, 11lY Brethren, that in or- 
dering our faith they should never be dis- 
joined; they are the t\VO tenns \vhose sum, 
in a nlol'al light, absolutely involves the 
divinity of Jesus Christ. I
ike the pre- 
Inises of a syllogistic argument, you nlay 
object to either 111 em ber, but if you con- 
cede thenl, the comprehending conse- 
quence cannot be \vithheld, \vithout a so- 
lecism in reasoning. For, my Brethren, 
you nlust clearly'" perceive, that although 
Ulan may thus positively 
ssertJ it is only 
God \vho can cOI,1firnl by a tniracle *; and 
therefore to suppose that the Deity ,vould 
\vork a Iniracle to establish a lie, nay to 
sanction a blasphenlY, is an idea which 
surely can nc"er cntpl" a sound understand- 


. 
Ing. 
It cannot be necessary for me here to 
go far iuto the account of the miracles of 


.., John ix. 3'. 


\ 
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Jesus Christ, \vhich aJ'e detailed in the 
gospels.-.rbe evangelists illfonH us, that 
it "ras to thenl he continually appealed, in 
arguing \vith the J eurs. and in instr
cting 
the apostles; they \\'ere \\'orks ,\'hich nOlllan 
, 
had e,.er done, and they clearly proved hin1 
to be the accomplisholcnt of the di\'ine 
proll1ise to 
Ioses *: I will raise tlJenl up a 
prophet out qf the midst of their brethren 
like to thee. 
I ,viII just beg you to obser\re, that the 
miracles of Jesus \vere \\-'rought in the pre- 
sence of an infinite nutnber of persons; that 
they took place in the great city of J erusa- 
Jenl, or in its inlmediate l1eighbourhood ; 
that Herod himself had heard of his falne, 
and \vas desirous of seeing him ,vork a nli. 
racle; and that they are recorded by pro- 
fane historians, as ,veIl as those \ve con- 
sider sacred. Porphyrius, a pagan, ,vritest: 
" It is exceeding \vonderful \rhat testi- 
" lllony the gods do gi\"e of the singular 
U piety and sanctity of J estls; for \vhich 


, 


· Deut. xxviii. 18. John v. 4 6 . 


t L. de Laud. Phil. 
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" they a,youch him re\varded \vith immorta- 
, 
" lity." And the fan10us J e\\rish historian, 
Flavius Josephus, ,vho ,vitnessed the des- 
truction of J erusa1eln, thus speaks of hinl, 
,vhilst describing those events \vhich 
preceded that disaster of his country*. 
" 1""'here ,vas at th is ti tHe, one Jesus, a ,vise 
" Ulan, if it be Ia,vful to call hinl a man; a 
" worker of most \vonderful Iniracles, and 
" a master and teacheJ of all such men, as 
"\villingly ,vere content to en1brace the 
" truth. "t 


* Ant. lib. xviii. C.7. 
t This passage has been contested by critics,- but either 
Josephus mentioned our Saviour in his hi;tory or he did not. 
-If he did, let anyone produce a diff
rent passage from the 
O:1e in dispute.-lf he did not--such an affected silence about 
events, \\'hich had been so much divulged, and had occasion- 
ed so 1l1l1ch conversation in the world, IS mose expressive 
\ . 
than a volume.-He speaks about John the Baptist and St. 
Jame
, and why for
et their master? ., It was believed 
.a among the Jews, he says, that the arm}' of Herod was des. 
., troyed by the just vengeance of heaven, on account of John, 
., who was surnamed the Baptist.-For the Te''trarch put him 
U to death, though he was a most good man,-t>mployed in 
.. exhorting the Jews to virt
eJ and in particular to piety and 
U 


. 
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l'he 111iracles of Clu ist, to ,vhich I ""ould 
particularly direct your attention, are the 
raising of Lazarus frotl1 death to life, after 
he had been. Luried four days*, also the 
daughttr of the ruler ,of the synagogùet, 
dud tbe Vviduw"s son at the gate of the city 
of NainìJ. l\Ioleover the; curing of the 
cripple, at th po<?l of Bethsaiùa in J eru- 
saltn}
, as also the nJan sick of the palsJIf, 
aud the feeding of 5000 \rith fj,.e loaves and 
t\\'o fìshesÇ. It 'ra
 the
e 111irac]es ,,"hich 
stirred up the jealousy of the J e\vÌsh priests 
against Jesus ('hrist, and determined theln 
in their 1l1alict, to destroy hinl. I III igh t 
al
d lay a special stre!:d 011 the great nliracle 


" justice
 a;; also to the purification of baptism," Joseph. lib. 
19. Ant. l:. 7 .-H J'.jhn was a good man-OUf Saviour must 
have l\t:t'n tht' 
ll 
Sidh; since he ca\1ed him
el f hii precursor. 
-If Jestl
 wa'3 not 
od. man, St. John must have been an 
impostor, &c. &c.-Bâl.J/d tile /ccnh of God, ,-S'(..-Pliny also 
,luests, \\ hat the primitive Christiaus thought on this head. 
In his l02cl Lcttt'l", to tilt" Empt for Tf:lj
n, he wr:tes, ., that 
.. on certain days they were accustomed to me
t before it 
,. was light. and by turns, to sing psalms to Christ, as to 
,. God." Li b x. 
· JOilO xi. t 
'ark ix. 
II !\lark ix. 


t Luke vii. 

 1\1att. xiv. 


S John Y. 
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.of his o,vn resurrection. attested bv his 
guards and so Inany others*, but, ll}Y Bre- 
thren, the miracle ,rhich in D1Y idea is the 
lllOS' striking to us, because aÌ\vays stand- 
ingalld imlnediately under our O\Vl1 obser- 
vation, is the cOlnpletion of his cOlnnland 
to t\\Jelve poor filtll) go and teach aI/na- 
tions, and the subsequent spread of Chris- 
tian i ty to every corner of the earth. Never 
had a king, in this \vorId, so extensive and 
illustrious a dOll)inion as Jesus of Naza- 
reth, King of the J e\\'S,-nevet \vas any 
standard triUll1phantly carried through so 
many nations as the standard.of his cross. 
TVe preach Christ crllcijiedt. 


· l\iatt. xxvii. 
t 'Vhat, moreover, will infidel philosophers say to that 
widely diffused opinlOn of a universal c
lqlleror springing 
from Juuea, at a lime, when the whole world was subject to 
the Roman power, and not a sword could be drawn in Asi3, 
Africa, or Europe, without the perml:iSlOn of Cæsar. Sue- 
tonius wnt
s, "an ancÏt:nt and constant tradition had spread 
,. over all the East, that by a decr
e of the fates, men com. 
e. ing from Judea. should conqner the world. Percre- 
,. buerdt ORIENT E toto 'Vetus et constans opiniù, esse in fatis. 
'el ut, Judæâ profecti, rerum potirentur." 


u2 
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Step forth, th
n, ye nliserable philoso- 
phers, corne forth ye infhlels, I sunlmons 
you here before 111e ;-behold the strong 
proofs on ,vhich the divinity of Jesus 
Christ is grounded. 'falk not to us of 
your repugnance to tnirac]es, talk not of 
difficulties in subnlitting to the Christian 
- 
 
faith, if after all, Jesus Christ \vere as JOU 
say, a nlere nlau, and no God, I nlaiutaill 
this \vould be a greater nliråcle than any I 
ha,.e preached, and far nlore difficult for 
the understanding to adn1Ít, than the most 
5ublilne Inystery of the Christian religion*. 


Tacitus also writes, " it was believed by many, that it had 
.. been declared in some antient writings of priests, that at 
" that time, the East should become powerfu1, and that me
 
C& from Judea should make them
e1ves masters of the world." 
.. Pluribus persuas.lo in erat. anliql1is sacerdolum lih! is 
C' contin ri eo ipso tempore fore, ut valtscer
t ORIENS, pro- 
f. fectique Jl1dæa, rerum potirentl1r." 
· 'fhe argument of St. Austin for the divinity of Christ, 
against the, Arian Bishop Maximin, is unanswerable _,e CIa.. 
., mour, he says, a6 much as you pl{'a
e, about the Father 
., being greater. the Son less,-the answer win be, bot the 
.e greater aud lesser are two.- Yet it is not said, the Lord thy 
., God the greater, is one Lord; but it is said, the Lord thy 
, 


" 
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The very possibility, then, I nlust deny, 
for it \\Tould completely unhinge every 
Dloral principle in nlan. dissolve every no- 
tion we entertain of the goodness, justice, 
and \visdom of God, and necessarily intro.. 
duce that systelTI of atht:isl11 ,rhich \\7e 
kuo\v to be the child of antichristian in- 
fidelity*. 
Oh then, D1Y fello\v creatures, ,vilI JC 
oppose this nlystery of divjne goodness, of 
love and of Inercy, nlerely because it is 
excessive? \ViH ye thro\v it all back upon 
hiul alJd say, thúu canst not have so nluch 
benignity in thy nature? \riJl )
e consent 
that hUIT1an reason remáin puzzled and con- 
foundeù, rather than elnurace with an 
hutnble and strong faith, this act of infi- 
nite \visdoll1 and charity, \rhich at once 
explains the \vhole providence of God 



 


,C God, is one Lord. Neither is it said, there is no other eq ual 
" to me-but there is no other but me :-either thert:fore con- 
.. fess that the FathH and Son, are one: Lord God, or openiy 
.. deny that the Lord God is Chri,>t." Chap. xxiii. p. 7 2 7. 
tom. 8. Edit. Ben. 
.. Spirit of ControvPfsy, p. 193. 
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towards man; and tends to glorify the 
Creator by exalting the creature? \
e 
are the \vorks of nlY hands, saith God, 
Call a ,[coJJlan.forget her in/t1Jlf, so as not 
to have pity Oil the SOil oj" her Zt'o17zb? 
and if she should jorge!, 
l/et I '[(Jilt Jiot 
fOl"
'et thte* . Yes, he has \yeri fL:d this, he 
nas Io\'ed you more thdll. his only beg;of. 
ten ð'on, whotn he deliveretÎ up to death, 
even the death of the cross, that JOu 
might have life and salvation through 
hiln. 'Vherefore, Brethren, en1brace ,yith 
Jove this incarnate God of charity, and 
henceforth consider \\7eIl the high dignity 
to \\,hich your nature ha
 been exalted.- 
By its union \\pith the Etern
1 ,\"
 ord, you 
are become the brethren and very Jllem hers 
of Jesus Christ, the 
ons of God byadop- 
tion, and in that point of ,'ie\v you are eIe- 
\"at...ù above the angels and the choirs of 
cherubinl; all the glùry \vith \vhich J
sus 
Christ is honoured and distinguished nlust 
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reflect on y_ou. Never again shall he di.. 
vest hinlself of that humanity, \\,hich he has 
assumed; the homage of all creatures shall 
be for ever offered to h1ln, as man as ,veIl 
as G ad, and thus our nature shall be glo- ,. 
rifled before that of all other beings. As 
he debased hill1self to the lo\vness of our 
hunlanity, our hU111anity in its turn is ex- 
alted to the level of his divinity, and 
placed for ever on the f,ight haneL. It is 
at this consideration that tbe çhurch breaks 
forth, into this exclatnation on the eve of 
Easter; Oh happy fault! oh for.tunate siu 
of Adam, through \vhich \\Te have been co- 
yerert ,vith so tnuch glory! oh happy dis- 
grace \vhich led to such an exaltation and 
honour. I cannot conclude this discourse 
hetter, than in the u'ords of his enclny 
Rousseau. 
U The sanctity of the gospel speaks 
" to n1Y sou I; consider the ,vritings of 
" philosophers \\'ith all their boast; how. 
" trifling in comparison! Is it possible 
H that 
 ,york, at the sa1l1e titl1e so sub- 
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It linle and simple, can be the \vork of 
" lIlel1? Is it possible that he, \vhose his- 
" tory i t fornls
 can be no 1110re than a 
" nlan hinlself? Do \ve there observe the 
H style of an enthusiast, or amhitions sec- 
" tary? \Vhat s\veetness! \vhat purity of 
" Inanners! \vhat amiable grace in his 
H i.llstrllctiol1s! hO\\7 subtinle' his tnax- 
., ims! \vhat profound ,vi
dotn in his 
" speeches! \vhat presence of Blind, \\,hat 
" propriety, \\;hat justness iQ his ans\vers ! 
" 
\That a cornnland ov
r his passions! 
" Where is the 111 an, \vhere is the philo.. 
" sopher, \\1ho kno\\'s ho". to act, t
 suf- 
U fer, and to die \vithout ,veakness, and 
" \vithollt ostentation? '\7hen Plato dra\vs 
" his inlaginary just one, covered \\lith all 
" the opprohriu111 of gui.lt, and \vorthy.of 
" e\Tery reconlpense of virtue, he exactly 
cc describes Jesus Christ. .The resem... 
" blance is so striking, that all the fathers 
" have noticed it, and it is not possible to 
" be 11l1staken. Ho\v prej.udiced, ho\v blind. 
" ll1ust he not be, \vho dares to dra\v a COln- 
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" parison bet\veen the son of Sophronisqua 
cc and the Son of :\Iary! Ho\v different is 
"one from the other! Socrates dying 
" without grief, \vithout ignominy, ea- 
." siIy supports his character to the last; 
" and if his life had not been honoured 
" by this quiet death, we should doubt 
" if Socrates, ,vith all his genius, ,vas 
u nlore than a sophist. He in\yented, 
" they say, the doctrine of the dpties 
.Ie of common life. Others before }1ad 
U practically taught it; he did no more 
" than put into the form of lessons 
" ,vhat they had e;x:cmplified. Aristides 
"had been just, before Socrates said 
(C ,vhat justice was. Leonidas had died 
ce for his country, before Socrates made 
" patriotism a virtue. Spa rta had been 
U sober, before Socrates praised tempe- 
"ranee. Before he had defined virtue
 
" Greece abounded \\pÎth virtuous Inen" 
" But where had Jésus learnt among the 
" antients this elevated and pure IPora- 
" lity, of ,vhich he alone gave the lesson
 
x 
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H and example? From the bosonl of the 
U most furious fanaticisnl, the most sub- 
" linle \visdom nlade itself heard; and the 
" simplicity of the nlost heroic virtues ho- 
U noured the Inost vile of aU nations. The 
" death of Socrates, {luietly philosophis. 
" ing \vith his friends, is the n10st agree- 
" able that can be deBired; that of Jesus 
" expiring in tormen ts, insulted, scoffed 
" at, and cursed by a ,vhole people, is the 
cc most horrible that can be conceived. 
c' Socrates taking the cup of poison, 
" blesses the nlan ,vho presents it bathed 
" in tears; Jesus in the midst of the Inost 
l'
 cruel tornlents, prays for his bloody 
" executioners. Yes, if Socrates lived 
"an.d died like a philosopher, Jesus 
cc live'd and died like a God. Shall 
" ,\'e say that the history of the gos- 
U pel is nothing but an invention? l\Iy 
H friend, \ve are not accustolned to '\lark 
" such inventions; (\nd tbe facts relating 
" to Socrates, of \\7hich no 
ne doubts, 
" are less attested than those of J csua 
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" Christ.-In short, it is evading without 
U destroying the difficulty; it ,vould be 
cc less easy to conceive that several per- 
q sons should have agreed to fabricate this 
U ,vork, than that an individual should 
" bave furnished the subject. Never did 
I( any of the Jewish au thors exhibit the 
Ie same style, the same morality: and the 
" gospel l1as such grand, striking, and 
H inimitable marks of truth, that the in- 
" ventor ,vould be more wonderful than 
" the hero."* 


* Emile. 
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